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blca@blca.ca

From: Belmont Lake Cottagers' Association <blca@blca.ca>

Sent: Thursday, June 11, 2020 5:47 PM

To: BLCA

Subject: BLCA:  2020 Memberships / Invasive Species / Events Update

 

 

Belmont Lake Cottagers' Association 
   

Fireworks 
Saturday July 4 

   

Membership Draw Deadline 
Sunday July 5 

See the 2020 Newsletter for details    

BLCA AGM 
Saturday July 18 

9:00AM - Zoom Online Meeting 
 

 

Facebook
 

 

 

Twitter 
 

 

 

BLCA Website
 

 

 

Email
 

 

 

FOCA Website
 

 

    

 

 

 

 

Highlights: 

 

BLCA 2020 Newsletter: The BLCA newsletter is now available for download at the BLCA 

Website. 

BLCA Memberships: Road Reps will not be visiting you this year, please etransfer your 

membership fees to membership@blca.ca or mail a cheque to our address at the bottom of this 

email. 

Invasive Species: Important information below regarding Dog-Strangling Vine and the Gypsy 

Moth below.  

 

BLCA Update:  Summer 2020 and COVID-19 

 

This email is a bit longer than usual.  Apologies for this but we do have quite a bit of news to 

share. 

 

Newsletter and Calendar 

Physical distancing guidelines meant that BLCA decided to distribute our 2020 newsletter and 
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calendar electronically, rather than engaging our volunteer road reps to distribute the newsletter 

and collect membership fees.  

 

To download the newsletter, follow:  2020 BLCA Newsletter. 

 

Once you pay your membership you will receive a link to a printable PDF of the calendar, 

formatted for 8.5"x11.   While we would prefer to deliver a printed newsletter and calendar, your 

board thought a PDF version was the best alternative to maintain communication during the 

COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

Many of the local businesses who advertise with us have done so for years, and this support has 

helped fund many of our events.  We recognize the challenges these businesses face this year, 

and as such have waived our fees to advertise in the newsletter.  In 2019 we had 75% of the lake 

sign up as BLCA members, and we hope to maintain this for 2020 so that we can limit the impact 

of the lost advertising sales as much as possible.  Thank-you to 180 Belmont Lake cottagers who 

have already renewed for 2020, we appreciate your support! 

 

Paying your Membership 

 

The BLCA preferred method of paying the $30 membership fee this year is Interac e-

Transfer.  Instructions can be found on our website, but in short please send your e-transfer to 

membership@blca.ca and include your cottage Fire Road address in the comments, as well as any 

changes to contact information (email being the most important to us).   If Interac is not feasible 

then please mail a cheque; the address is at the bottom of this email. 

 

Events 

Below is our current plan for BLCA 2020 Events in light of COVID-19: 

• Pike Tournament (already canceled) 

• Fireworks on Belmont – Organizers are moving ahead and the BLCA will be contributing funds 

• AGM – Online using Zoom.  (July 18 @ 9:00AM).   Details to follow. 

• Sailboat Races – Going ahead for now, but there will not be a post-event "social" 

• Parade of Lights – Going ahead 

• Regatta – Canceled 

• Black Out – Going ahead 

• Golf Tournament – Canceled 

• Fall Hike – Going ahead  

 

   

 

Invasive Species 2020: Gypsy Moth and Dog-Strangling Vine 

 

Dog-Strangling Vine An invasive plant, Dog-Strangling Vine, has been identified on several 
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properties around Belmont Lake. This is a noxious weed that becomes very dense and overtakes 

all other vegetation. Monarch Butterflies will lay their eggs on it but the larvae will die from eating 

the leaves. To learn more, please go to www.invadingspecies.com/dog-strangling-vine/. The best 

pictures of the plant are at the bottom of the page. The vine has been found on Preston Road 

near FR25 as well as FR15. 

What you can do:   Please email Evan Meyers if you find this vine on your property, and also 

check out Evan's article in the BLCA Newsletter about his efforts to eliminate from his property. 

June is the best time to eliminate this noxoius weed. 

 

Gypsy Moth is an invasive moth that can have a severe impact on our forests, particularly on 

hardwood trees.  The moth's population varies over a 7-10 year cycle and anecdotally the 

infestation around Belmont is worsening, perhaps meaning we are entering a peak for the cycle. A 

single gypsy moth caterpillar can eat an average of one square meter of leaves.   

What you can do:  Check out Jane Alexander's article on page 9 of the BLCA Newsletter for 

more information on the life cycle of the Gypsy Moth and mitigation strategies.   The City of 

London has posted an excellent "How-To" guide on dealing with the Gypsy Moth.  Ontario's 

Invasive Species website has similar information.   June is also a great time to have an impact on 

the Gypsy Moth population. 

   

 

 

 

Rock Markers 

 

The markers are in for the season.   We rely on cottagers to let us know when a marker is missing 

or has floated into shore; we've had a few big storms affect the markers and appreciate those 

who reached out to help us identify missing or moved markers. As always please contact 

rockhead@blca.ca for issues related to missing markers. 

 

A big thank-you to Greg Clements who has taken care of the markers for the past few 

years.   Greg has passed the torch to Ewan Wood who takes over the role as of this year. 

   

 

 

Something Fun - Bass Babies 

 

Depending on your near-shore lake bed, you might have noticed a circular clearing on the lake 

bed, usually found within a few feet or a couple of meters of the shoreline. This is a bass nest, 

and for the last couple of weeks would have been guarded by the male bass. The eggs should 

have hatched by now, and if all is well then there will be hundreds of small "fry" in the area of the 

nest. 

 

Bass can't nest in areas with a lot of silt or muck, which is one of the reasons why it is important 

to reduce soil runoff from your property. The best way to do this is to maintain a natural 
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vegetation buffer at the shoreline. There are many resources available on how to accomplish this, 

for example this workbook from Watersheds Canada.    

 

 

 
 
Your BLCA Board of Directors,  

 

Peter White (President), Katherine Deas, Fred Bennett, Greg Alexander, Evan Meyers, Brian Deas, 

Donna Peeling and Wendy Vuyk 

 

General Concerns & Comments:  blca@blca.ca 

Membership & Address Info:  membership@blca.ca 

Rock Markers:  rockhead@blca.ca  
  

 

 

The BLCA is a member of FOCA.   Visit 

www.foca.on.ca and sign up for "FOCA Elerts" to 

receive updates on issues that affect all waterfront 

property owners in Ontario.  
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