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What’s Inside

BLCA Schedule of Events for 2020
Note: Some events may be rescheduled or cancelled in accord with restrictions imposed due to COVID-19. Please watch for 
updates via BLCA social media, emails and signage.

Event Date Time Place For More Information

Pike Tournament Sat. 5/30/20 8:00 AM Belmont Lake Marina Brandon Van Asten 905-259-1514  brandon.vanasten@dcdsb.ca

Fireworks at Cordova Mines Sat. 6/27/20 9:30 PM Cordova Mines Katherine Deas  705-778-5253  katsdeas@gmail.com

Fireworks on Belmont Lake Sat. 7/4/20 10:00 PM Off shore, south of marina Brian Deas 705-778-5253  donnadeas@hotmail.com

Annual General Mtg  Sat. 7/18/20 9:00 AM Cordova Mines Library Peter White 705-778-7936  pandkwhite@hotmail.com

Sailboat Races Sat. 8/1/20 2:00 PM East of Big Island John Brunt, 416-593-3925  jbrunt@blaney.com

Parade of Lights Sat. 8/1/20 9:30 PM Meet NW of Big Island Brian Deas 705-778-5253  donnadeas@hotmail.com

Regatta Sun. 8/2/20 12:00 PM Belmont Lake Public Beach Greg Alexander 416-238-7700  greg.alexander@sidonia.com

Black Out    Sat. 8/15/20 9:00 PM Around the lake www.blca.ca

Golf Tournament Sat. 8/29/20 8:30 AM Salt Creek G.C., Warkworth Debbie Howe 416-994-5250  dhowe7273@gmail.com

Voluteer Appreciation Sat. 9/12/20 3:30 PM FR14-126 Evan Meyers 705-778-1588  evanmey@gmail.com

Fall Hike Sat. 9/26/20 9:00 AM
Meet at  
Cordova Mines Library Val Marshall, 705-930-1611  ronandvalm@gmail.com
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Early Membership Draw  by Evan Meyers

New this year, Belmont Lake B&B (www.belmontlakegetaway.com) is providing 
two nights' accommodation for some lucky couple. Gwen is a SuperHost and 

has a current rating of 4.93 out of 5. I hear she and Ken make great pizza in their 
outdoor oven on Saturday nights.

Beyond that, we had Westben Arts Festival, Marmora Inn, Stirling Festival 
Theatre, and The Aron Theatre in Campbellford all willing to supply free tickets. 
Unfortunately the uncertainty surrounding COVID-19 means that these venues 
may not be open this summer.  I sure hope they are but for the moment we cannot 
promise any of these wonderful prizes.  We will keep you apprised of the situation at 
all these venues.

To be eligible for draw prizes, your $30 membership dues must be in by Sunday, 
July 5th. I would normally say “Renew your membership when the Road Rep knocks on 
your door”; but we will not be printing and delivering a hard copy of the newsletter. 
Exchanging the newsletters and money at the cottage door creates health concerns 
that the BLCA Executive is uncomfortable 
with. A printable version of the Newsletter 
will be delivered digitally to each member’s 
email address and you will be able to access the 
newsletter from our web site.  Your membership 
fees are needed this year as much as ever. Watch 
for emails and phone calls from your road 
reps who will be canvassing this year without 
physical contact.  Membership payments will be 
encouraged by e-Transfer or mail.  • • •



2 - 2020 Belmont Lake Cottagers' Association Newsletter

by Peter White, President, BCLA

Welcome back to our beautiful lake for another 
season of enjoying everything cottage life has to 

offer. As I write this message, COVID-19 is sweeping 
the world and its impact on all of us is far beyond what 
anyone could have predicted.  We have decided that we 
will not be creating a hard copy of this newsletter and 
our calendar this year.  We simply could not come up 
with a way to deliver them without compromising our 
road reps and potential members.  This decision had 
a ripple effect on our advertisers at a time when most 
of them are struggling to weather the pandemic storm.  
We have waived advertising fees this year, using some of 
our accumulated surplus to fund this gesture of support 
for our local community.

It is difficult to assess at this time what other impacts 
all this will have on our plans for BLCA events in 
2020, so watch for updates on our social media and for 
emails from BLCA. I hope that by the time you access 
this newsletter, you and yours will have weathered this 
threat and things will be looking a lot brighter for the 
future.

Our membership continues to grow, reaching an all-
time high of 387 members, driven by our spirited team 
of road reps who visit cottagers each spring. Board 
member Evan Meyers recruits and motivates this active 
and effective group, who report that their canvassing 
visits are an important part of their cottage experience. 
It’s amazing how membership has grown over the last 8 
years, more than doubling over that time period.

We enjoyed a host of activities last year, run by 
dedicated and enthusiastic volunteers. Brandon van 
Asten kicked off the season with the ever-popular Pike 
Tournament, followed by a Road Summit organized 
by Glen MacDonald. Fireworks followed in late June, 
planned and delivered by Bob Prins and his crew. 
Regatta weekend included sailboat races, the parade 
of lights and of course the many enjoyable races and 
contests that make the regatta such a success. Brian 
Deas, Melissa Alexander, Greg Alexander and Katherine 
Deas along with many other volunteers brought it all to 
life. Evan and Mary Ellen Meyers hosted the volunteer 
appreciation celebration and Debbie Howe coordinated 
the annual golf tournament. Read all about these 
exciting events in this newsletter.

But there is a lot more that the BLCA does to help you 
to continue to enjoy the lake season after season. Water 
testing led by Wendy Vuyk and Donna Peeling helps 

us keep an eye on our water quality and alerts us when 
action may be needed. Rock marking coordinated 
by Greg Alexander is essential for safe navigation. 
Interfacing with the Crowe Valley Conservation 
Authority to monitor lake levels is vitally important, 
thanks to Wayne Alexander. Interacting with the other 
lakes through the Havelock Belmont Methuen Lakes 
Association and FOCA improves our procedures and 
practices and gives us more visibility with Township 
council. Communication is key to a healthy lake 
association, and Katherine Deas helps us facilitate 
those exchanges by managing our social media. Our 
ever-popular lake calendar created by Lisa Levy is now 
an important reminder of how we enjoy our lake in a 
variety of ways and through the seasons. And keeping 
our financial records and member database is essential 
to managing our association, capably handled by Fred 
and Pam Bennett. Putting the newsletter together is a 
time-consuming and challenging task, dispatched very 
capably by editor John Dixon and publisher Brenda 
Tonn. More details on all these vital activities can be 
found in the pages that follow.

You will also find articles on four interesting topics: 
Gypsy Moths, the life of a long-time member of our 
lake community, the international achievements of 
some of our young members who honed their skills on 
Belmont, and the value of FOCA membership.

When you are looking to buy something, are in need of 
a service, or are interested in some local entertainment, 
please use our newsletter to help find the right provider. 
And when you do patronize one of our advertisers, let 
them know you found them through our newsletter.

Finally, I appeal for more volunteers to sustain our 
association. Please consider stepping forward and 
joining our board of directors. We need younger 
members to ensure that we are able to continue our 
important work into the future.

Enjoy the season ahead, safely and with consideration 
of others.  • • •

2020 President’s Comments
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Treasurer’s Note

by Fred Bennett

The BLCA broke even financially this year. 
The small surplus shown in the income 

statement is a result of some members pre-
paying their 2020-21 memberships. Because 
of the accumulated surplus, our objective is to 
operate with a small deficit each year but the 
increase in the number of members for 2019-
20 resulted in higher income than forecast. 

In addition to the normal bookkeeping 
functions associated with being the BLCA 
Treasurer, the position is also responsible 
for maintaining a database of all properties 
on the lake and associated waterways. It is 
important that when your road rep delivers 
your newsletter you let them know of any 
contact information changes. There has been 
a noticeable increase in changes to cottage 
phone numbers as people drop their landlines 
and use their cell phones when they are at the 
lake. 

We are looking for a new Treasurer. The 
2020-21 fiscal year will be my last. We will 
need my replacement by March 31, 2021.

The BLCA uses QuickBooks to maintain the 
membership database and to record revenue 
and expenses. Although not essential, a 
working knowledge of QuickBooks would be 
an asset for the position of BLCA Treasurer. 
Of course, support will be available from 
two previous Treasurers - Peter White and 
me. Anyone interested in the position may 
contact either one of us. 

It is an interesting and enjoyable year-round 
job with the majority of effort required 
in May and June when the money and 
membership forms flow in.  • • •

Revenue
Membership Dues (387 members) $11,730

Calendars 25

Advertising 973

Fish Derby 2,600

Regatta 710

Clothing Sales 281

Interest 214

Total Revenue $16,533

Expense
AGM expenses 143

Bank charges 77

Calendars 2,511

Fireworks 1,200

Fish Derby 2,600

FOCA Fees 1,469

Golf tournament 583

Insurance 2,108

Lake Stewardship 1,190

Newsletter 475

Postage 191

Regatta expenses 1,599

Rock marking 1,753

Volunteer Appreciation 334

Website costs 152

Total Expense $16,386

Net Income (loss) $147

Assets
Bank Account $12,725

Investments - GICs 5,538

Total Assets $18,263

Liabilities & Equity
Equity

Opening Balance $18,116

Net Income (loss) 147

Ending Balance $18,263

Total Liabilities & Equity $18,263

 Belmont Lake Cottagers' Association Inc
Income Statement

For the Year Ended March 31, 2020

Balance Sheet
 As of March 31, 2020

 



4 - 2020 Belmont Lake Cottagers' Association Newsletter

FOCA Update

by Katherine Deas

The BLCA is an active member of the Federation of 
Ontario Cottagers’ Associations (FOCA).

After attending at least half a dozen of the bi-annual 
FOCA conferences in recent years with fellow BLCA 
board member Brian Deas, I can sincerely vouch for 
the hard-working and very knowledgeable staff at 
FOCA headquarters in Peterborough. 

Greater engagement by all in local ecological, political 
and environmental matters is the best way we can 
give something back to the ‘lake life’ that has given us 
so much. It will allow us to come together as we try 
to learn more and, hopefully, determine ways we can 
better protect our natural landscape and preserve its 
beauty for future generations!

The BLCA Board of Directors discuss issues stemming 
from FOCA presentations and publications as 
they relate more directly to our lake. We encourage 
everyone to keep abreast of these issues and join the 
conversation by attending the BLCA AGM, contacting 
us by email, or engaging with our growing online 
community, especially through the BLCA Facebook 
page (Facebook.com/BelmontBLCA) where we post 
relevant content and share new information.

There are countless ways to get involved and make a 
difference. The BLCA is always searching for people 
who can help with our organization specifically and 
tackle more general issues facing the community. To 
learn more, visit the FOCA website and reach out to 
your BLCA Board Members and online community.

The article provided by FOCA entitled “FOCA - 
What’s in it for BLCA Members” included in this 
newsletter contains a wealth of information on the 
many resources available to us.  • • • 

FOCA – What’s In It for BLCA Members

by FOCA

BLCA is a long-time member of the Federation of 
Ontario Cottagers’ Associations (FOCA) and that 

means all of us can also access FOCA member benefits. 
But what does that mean?

For more than 55 years, FOCA has been the voice of 
waterfront Ontario. In 1963, a small group of cottage 
owners united as a provincial organization that has 
grown to represent more than 500 lake associations 
with 50,000 families across the province. Our united 
voice carries weight on issues that matter. The issues 
evolved over time, but the motivation remains 
the same: to protect the sustainability of Ontario 
waterfronts and freshwater resources for our kids, and 
for their kids after them.

Over the years, FOCA has played an important 
advocacy role on environmental and policy concerns. 
In the 1980s FOCA fought hard for government action 
on the issue of acid rain, and lobbied to stop the use 
of toxic Dombind as a road-dust suppressant. FOCA 
secured your right to vote at the cottage in Ontario 
municipal elections as second-home owners. FOCA’s 
Lake Stewards are at the core of the Lake Partner 
Program of volunteer water-quality monitoring to 
inform scientific and policy decision-making in the face 
of a changing climate.

Over the past decade, FOCA has gone to Parliament 
Hill and Queen’s Park to speak out against federal and 
provincial omnibus bills that gutted protection for our 
fisheries and fish habitat. FOCA worked with partners 
to secure landowners’ rights during claim staking after 
years of behind-the-scenes work on the Mining Act, 
and FOCA continues to sit as a stakeholder at the table 
for discussions about the Algonquin Land Claim.

FOCA holds intervenor status on the Ontario Energy 
Board and, on behalf of members across the province, 
has most recently been lobbying hard against proposed 
changes to the Seasonal Class of Hydro One customers 
that would see many members’ annual electricity bills 
increase by $1,000! A final decision is pending; watch 
for updates in the FOCA Elert (e-newsletter). Sign up 
for free, here: www.bit.ly/FOCAElertSubscribe.

FOCA assembled the most comprehensive risk-
management program for volunteers in rural 
environmental groups, through the FOCA Insurance 
Program. The program insures nearly 400 lake 
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associations across Ontario, to protect volunteer boards 
with cost-effective liability insurance. Each of you 
can also access CottageFirst, the first group-insurance 
program for cottage owners, available exclusively to 
FOCA members through Cade Associates Insurance 
Brokers. Find out more: www.cadeinsurance.com/
cottagefirst/.

Got a cottage-country question? FOCA publishes a 
wealth of information online for members. Find fact 
sheets and brochures about invasive species, climate-
change concerns, municipal engagement, healthy 
waterfronts, and so much more, here: www.foca.on.ca/
resources/.

While you’re at it, check out all the offers, discounts, 
and other benefits available to you because of our 
association’s annual membership in FOCA: www.foca.
on.ca/member-services/benefits/.

Lake associations across the province benefit from 
FOCA’s ongoing research, information, and advocacy. 
FOCA is here to help BLCA, and to help make 
continued progress on the issues most important to 
waterfront residents. The work continues, and FOCA is 
leading the way toward a sustainable freshwater future 
for Ontario.  • • •

BLCA 6th Invitational Golf Tournament 

by Peter White

Last August 24th, we had another wonderful day at 
Salt Creek Golf Links (www.saltcreekgolflinks.com) 

near Warkworth as members and friends came together 
for some fun. We all enjoyed this quirky course under 
ideal conditions. Special thanks are extended to Debbie 
Howe for organizing the event once again. We really 
appreciate the effort she puts in to pull it all together.  

Socializing is the main goal of the day, but we did take 
note of the following achievements at the tourney:

Low Net: Chris and Noah Abe

Most honest team: Ron and Val Marshall

Longest Drive (Women): Melissa Buxton

Longest Drive (Men): Chris Abe

Closest to the Pin (Women): Linda Mezzabotta

Closest to the Pin (Men): Chris Abe

Following lunch catered by Sharpe’s of Campbellford 
(www.sharpesfoodmarket.ca), we held a random draw 
for prizes supplied by Metal and Things of Norwood 
(www.facebook.com/metalandthings/) and Belmont 
Rustic Creations of Belmont Lake (www.facebook.com/
belmontrusticcreations/).

Don’t miss the opportunity to meet your neighbours 
from around the lake for this year’s Golf Tournament 
on Saturday, August 29, 2020, provided that the 
COVID-19 restrictions have been lifted sufficiently 
to allow it. Look for notices of confirmation or 
cancellation that will be distributed through the 
various BLCA media (email, website, FaceBook page 
and signage).  To register, contact Debbie Howe by 
phone at 416-994-5250 or by email at dhowe7273@
gmail.com. Everyone is welcome.  • • • 

...FOCA continued
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Belmont Lake Water Quality 

by Wendy Vuyk

Testing for Total Coliform, E. coli and phosphorus was done in July and September at the same five locations 
we tested in 2018. Water samples were processed by Caduceon Laboratories. An additional water sample is 

collected each year for the Lake Partnership Program, which obtains analyses for phosphorus and calcium. Water 
clarity was measured by Donna Peeling, who did Secchi-disk tests every two weeks throughout the summer with 
equipment provided by the Federation of Ontario Cottagers Associations. 

Overall, the lake is in very good health. The mouth of Deer River seemed to be showing a slight pattern of higher 
results for Total Coliform and E. coli, but levels were better by the fall of 2019. We are looking forward to being 
able to analyze patterns and report on our data over time.

Here is a summary of the results:

Total Coliform cfu/100mL E coli cfu/100mL Phosphorus ug/L

Location Avg  
2017

July  
2018

Sept  
2018

July 
2019

Sept 
2019

Avg 
2017

July 
2018

Oct 
2018

July 
2019

Sept 
2019

Avg 
2017

July 
2018

Oct 
2018

July 
2019

Sept 
2019

North River 46 3 5 4 7 10 0 0 0 1 12 5 10 8 4
Deer River 44 84 8 43 14 26 51 3 24 0 12 7 10 10 8
South End 1 1 7 3 1 0 0 1 2 0 9 5 11 10 5
Crowe River 5 6 1 3 4 1 1 0 0 0 9 7 12 6 8
North End 
 Big Island 5 3 3 10 2 0 0 1 0 0 7 5 12 8 7

Total Coliform refers to bacteria found in the environment that come from several sources including soil, surface 
water, human and animal waste and the breakdown of plants. Total Coliform should be under 1000 cfu/100mL. 
Higher levels would indicate that the lake is not pristine. Results are generally higher in swampy areas. 

E. coli are bacteria found in the waste of animals and humans. A score of 100 or more would result in a public 
beach closure so our results look good. E. coli cannot independently grow or reproduce in the environment so this 
is a useful indicator of how we are treating the lake. Aside from wildlife in their natural habitat, sources are likely to 
be ineffective septic systems and agricultural runoff. It is especially encouraging to see several sites with zero E. coli!

Phosphorus is a necessary nutrient in order for plants and algae to grow in lakes. Too much phosphorus can cause 
weeds and algae to grow to nuisance levels and could potentially change the fish species in the lake. Results under 
20 micrograms/litre are good, and we are now ranging between 4 and 10. Phosphorus is present naturally in the 
lake from decaying plants and eroding rocks. Human activity adds phosphorus as a result of the use of detergents, 
fertilizer, manure and deficient septic systems. Reports of an increase in algae tell us when phosphorus levels may 
be increasing so we’ll test more often if that’s the case.

Clarity:  Donna diligently tested the lake at the south end of Big Island every two weeks from May until October 
using Secchi depth readings. Water clarity is a valuable indicator of changes that may result from zebra mussels or 
watershed disturbances.  

Water Clarity Levels Measured Using Secchi Disk (South End, Big Island)
Year Number of Samples Average Depth in Metres
2016 9 4.9
2017 9 5.4
2019 9 4.2

(data for 2018 not available)

Ontario’s Lake Partner Program is the provincial volunteer-based water-quality-monitoring program offered by 
the Ministry of Environment and Climate Change. Follow this link to their website if you would like to access the 
historical lake partner data directly: www.desc.ca/programs/lpp.
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How fortunate we are to have a lake with such 
splendor and natural beauty that’s in good health.  It is 
a treasure that we hope many generations to come will 
continue to enjoy, just as we do today. Thanks to all 
who treat the lake well!  • • •    

June 2019 Cottage Road Maintenance 
Meeting

by Glen MacDonald

In 2019 BLCA organized the third in a series of 
meetings of individuals who are interested in, 

who carry out, or who are involved in administering 
maintenance of the private roads by which many of 
you access your waterfront cottages and homes.  The 
meeting took place on Saturday June 15, 2019, at the 
Round Lake hall.

Like the previous meetings in 2013 and 2015, 
the 2019 meeting was well attended and attracted 
individuals from most lakes in the area. We even 
had a handful of attendees from further afield (the 
Haliburton and Kingston areas).

Our speakers included Havelock-Belmont-Methuen 
Fire Chief Ray Haines, lawyer Scott Seabrooke (LLF 
Lawyers - Peterborough), and a panel consisting 
of Michelle Lewin (FOCA Communications and 
Development Coordinator) and Mike Hammond 
(Northwest Belmont Road Association).  Chief 
Haines focused on expectations for road maintenance 
to permit access by large emergency vehicles.  Scott 
Seabrooke addressed several common legal issues 
affecting private-road access and maintenance, and 
the FOCA/NWBRA presentation reported on results 
from a 2019 survey of road maintenance practices.

Thanks are expressed to all of our speakers for their 
informative contributions, and to the Round Lake 
Cottagers’ Association for permitting use of its hall 
and for supplying coffee and cookies.

If you would like more information, have ideas for 
speakers at future such meetings, or wish to share 
any other feedback, please contact Glen MacDonald 
(705-760-3508 or glenmacdonald@fastmail.com). 

• • • 

...Water Quality continued
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Havelock-Belmont-Methuen Lakes Association (HBMLA)
by Peter White

The HBMLA is a group representing the major 
lakes in HBM Township (Belmont, Cordova, 

Crowe, Jack, Kasshabog, Methuen, Oak, Round, 
Twin). We work with local authorities to provide 
input on matters important to cottagers and we 
exchange ideas among the lake associations as to 
best practices.  

In 2019 we focused on establishing rapport with 
the new HBM township council and on providing 
input on by-laws addressing onshore boathouses.

On July 22 we met with council to discuss issues 
of concern to cottagers. Among the topics that 
were discussed were having regular meetings with 
council; having a schedule for by-law changes 
and annual budgeting; onshore boathouse by-
laws; funding for the Crowe Valley Conservation 
Authority; and a plan to have HBM work more 
effectively with all levels of government. The mayor 
suggested that we attend regular council meetings to 
provide input on these topics.

The proposed onshore boathouse by-law was an 
important issue that HBMLA engaged with. BLCA 
encouraged our members to respond to the on-line 
survey that was created by consultants for the HBM 
Township council. Our members responded to 
the survey in large numbers, as did members from 
Jack Lake. Parts of Jack Lake are considered to be 
“at capacity”, and their cottage association lobbied 
to not allow onshore boathouses on that lake. The 
following is part of a letter that Peter White sent to 
council on this subject on December 15, 2019:

Based on feedback from our members and the survey 
results noted above, we believe that on-land boathouses 
should not be permitted in the township. Near-
shore development not only creates a negative visual 
impact, it reduces the effectiveness of the buffer zones 
around lakes essential for protecting water quality. We 
understand that Jake Lake is “at capacity”, and the 
consultants recommend prohibiting on-land boathouses 
for that lake. This confirms the negative effect on 
the lake of having on-land boathouses. Why allow 
structures on any lake that could have a detrimental 
effect on water quality? The enjoyment of our lakes is 
dependent on water quality. The value of our cottages 
is directly related to it.

However, the consultants seem intent on ignoring the 
survey feedback, stating that since Jack and Belmont 
dominated the feedback, it was not representative 
of the township. Meetings continue to be scheduled 
through the winter, a time when HBMLA 
representatives are not able to attend.

Taxes are a continuing concern for cottagers. The 
township’s budget schedule this year was delayed 
once again to mid-winter and our ability to attend 
council meetings to provide feedback is limited at 
that time of year. The first summary draft of the 
township budget for this year, dated February 21, 
called for an increase in the overall tax levy (monies 
paid by property owners) of 5.37%, another rise at 
more than double the rate of inflation. Further, due 
to the disproportionate appreciation in lake property 
values as assessed by MPAC, the share of municipal 
taxes borne by our members is rising. This means 
that lake property owners will likely see their tax bills 
increase more steeply than the overall increase in the 
township’s levy. 

• • •
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Continued next page...

Crowe Valley Conservation Authority Update
by Peter White

The spring of 2019 saw a dramatic rise in water 
levels on Belmont Lake and throughout the Crowe 

Valley.  Despite the water level of Belmont Lake being 
at prescribed winter level at the beginning of April 
(186.8 m above sea level), a combination of mild 
weather and heavy precipitation in that month drove 
the water level higher than in the previous several years.  
It reached a peak of 188.086 m on April 24, 2019, 
which was 23 cm (9.1”) higher than the peak in 2018 
and 4.6 cm (1.9”) higher than the peak in 2014.  Tim 
Pidduck and his staff kept us up to date with their 
efforts to restore the level as quickly as possible.  By 
May 9, waters had receded to 187.256 m, which is 
within 16.6 cm (6.5”) of the summer set level. 

Tim provided the following update in the Crowe Lake 
Waterways Association winter newsletter:

The CVCA draws down water levels in the lakes that 
have water-control structures (dams) throughout the fall 
season. This is done to increase the flood storage capacity 
in dam-controlled lakes. It gives us as water managers 
some flexibility to absorb the spring runoff, which helps to 
mitigate the effects of flooding. 

The fall drawdown every year is October 15th. While that 
is the target date, there are factors that influence the rate 
creating the flood storage capacity. Dry summer weather 
and the lake at or slightly below the summer water level 
without fall rains means the drawdown will likely be fairly 
“orderly”, with few fluctuations to get to the winter water 
level. Or, like this year, the watershed had a dry summer 
followed by an extremely wet October that pushed levels 
higher and made it very difficult to initiate a drawdown 
that would be effective and follow an average decrease in 
water levels. It has been an extended drawdown period 
with the significant fluctuation. Fortunately, a colder-
than-normal early November has allowed us to play a bit 
of catch-up and we are in a good place at the moment 
(November 22, 2019).

CVCA reports the level every Friday on their website 
crowevalley.com at Water Management / Flood Forecasting 
and Water Levels. There is also a link to it on the CLWA 
Facebook Page.  • • •

Gypsy Moth in Ontario 
 by Jane Alexander

Gypsy moth is an insect native to Europe and Asia 
that has been severely weakening trees across 

North America. Gypsy moth was introduced to North 
America in the late 1860’s near Boston and has spread 
over the past century. Despite the successful use of 
insect predators, as well as fungal and viral controls, 
gypsy moth populations do occasionally reach outbreak 
levels and continue to expand their range. 

Gypsy moth caterpillars defoliate host trees, mostly 
hardwood species such as oak, birch, poplar, willow, 
maple and others.  During outbreak years, nearly all 
species of broadleaf trees may be completely defoliated, 
caterpillars appear everywhere, and ‘frass’ (caterpillar 
droppings) appears to rain from the trees. Adult gypsy 
moths are only seen in mid-summer when temperatures 
are above freezing. This species is known to infest trees 
in woodland and suburban areas. 

Identification 

There are four developmental stages: 

Caterpillar (larva), which changes in appearance as it 
grows; hatches in May from tan- or buff-coloured egg 
masses deposited on tree trunks or sheltered places; 
spins long silken threads on which it travels; spends 
evenings in the trees eating; identifiable by five pairs of 
bluish warts followed by six pairs of red warts running 
down the length of its back. 

Pupa (2 weeks) which is a dark brown cocoon formed 
by the caterpillar. 

Adult Moth The flightless white and buff female 
moth gives off a chemical scent called a pheromone, 
which acts as an attractant to the smaller brown-
coloured males. 

After mating in July or August, each female deposits a 
tan- or buff-coloured egg mass of 75 to 1000 eggs on a 
tree trunk or other surface.  The moths die but the egg 
masses survive the winter. 

What can you do? 

•	 Learn how to identify the moth through its 
various stages. 

•	 Egg masses can be easily controlled by removing 
and soaking in soapy water. 
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Please  
Patronize our 

Advertisers 

Let them know you saw their ad 
in the BLCA newsletter!

For information about 
advertising in the 2021 BLCA 

newsletter, please contact 
Brenda at PaperWorks.  

brenda@paperworksdesign.ca

Have a safe & enjoyable 
summer!

•	 A band of cloth (e.g., burlap) wrapped around 
a tree trunk will provide a place for caterpillars 
to hide in the heat of the day.  Check these daily 
and scrape them into soapy water. 

•	 Don’t move firewood, as transporting untreated 
firewood can spread pests. 

For more information and a photograph, see the 
following article in Cottage Life: www.cottagelife.com/
outdoors/gypsey-moths-spotted-in-ontarios-cottage-
country/  • • •

...Gypsy Moth continued Fireworks on Belmont Lake

by Donna Peeling

One highlight of the summer on Belmont Lake is the 
annual Fireworks display.  

We extend a very special thank-you to Bob Prins, Lead 
Pyrotechnics Coordinator extraordinaire, and his support 
team for 2019's wonderful show, which featured colour, 
sound, and consecutive rhythmic arrays of fireworks with 
not a minute’s delay between displays.  One could hear the 
horns and shouts from boaters across the lake, along with 
shouts from viewers on shore.  We estimate that over 100 
boaters were on the water. One could not have experienced 
a better clear, calm, warm evening!  Even the mosquitoes 
and black-flies cooperated for the event!

This year’s extravaganza is scheduled to take place on 
Saturday July 4, 2020 provided that the COVID-19 
restrictions have been lifted sufficiently to allow it. Look 
for notices of confirmation or cancellation that will 
be distributed through the various BLCA media (email, 
website, FaceBook page and signage). Let’s hope for a clear 
warm windless night, with few mosquitoes, along with a 
crowd of cheering fans.  You are encouraged to watch from 
your properties or to venture out on the water.  Please be 
careful with navigating your boats when dark - be sure to 
use proper navigation lights.

Thanks again to Bob Prins and his team for once again 
setting up and executing the “The Show of the Year” on 
Belmont Lake.

Producing Fireworks on Belmont Lake

by Bob Prins

It takes a fearless and dedicated team to put on the 
Belmont Lake fireworks display each year.

The team includes Bryon Backus, Pyrotechnics 
Purchasing agent; Bob Prins, Lead Pyrotechnics 
Coordinator; Johnny Tsalcos, Co-Lead Pyrotechnician; 
Chad Acorn, Health & Safety Coordinator; Todd 
Taylor, Pyrotechnics Sound Engineer; and Jeff Keating, 
Pyrotechnics Handler.

We extend thanks to last year’s sponsors whose donations 
helped make this happen: Complete Property Care, 
GTA Auto Glass, J.J. & Tanya Hudson Remax, Onyx 
Mechanical, Prinston Homes, and of course the BLCA.

Special thanks are also extended to Belmont Lake 
Marina for supplying the barge.   • • •



2020 Belmont Lake Cottagers' Association Newsletter  - 11

Cordova Mines Fireworks – Saturday, 
June 27, 2020
by Katherine Deas

“O Canada! Our Home and Native Land!” On a 
warm summer’s eve, with the buzz of summer 

just gearing up, Canada Day is once again upon us. 
We gather at our small meeting place along Highway 
48 in Cordova Mines, a community with special 
features. The familiar Fire Hall. The weathered skating 
rink. Remember when Cliff was running the General 
Store across the street. Having an ice cream on the 
porch of the old store. Now, we have the wonderful 
Sam’s Place, a proud sponsor of our BLCA events, and 
the Cordova Library, another special place with things 
to do for everyone all year long. In this list, we must 
include the annual Canada Day Fireworks Display.

The close-knit community of Cordova Mines becomes 
even closer on that one night every year when 
hundreds of people – cottagers, residents, families 
and friends – gather to enjoy, not just a spectacular 
fireworks display, but also that increasingly infrequent 
phenomenon of human connection. Just like when 
the Raptors won the NBA Championship, or perhaps 
remembering the marvel of Woodstock during its 
50th anniversary last year, those few and far between 
occasions when we can disconnect from technology 
and come together at a large gathering are special 
gems worth treasuring. And, with absolutely no doubt 
in my mind, the 2020 Cordova Mines Fireworks on 
Saturday, June 27th will be the same!

For me, the highlight is always that quiet moment 
as dusk settles, just before the show starts, when the 
whole crowd sings our national anthem. We are all 
together in that moment of collective reflection on the 
year past and the awesome cottage season ahead!   

• • •

Dog-Strangling Vine, Invasive Noxious 
Weed
by Evan Meyers

An invasive plant, Dog-Strangling Vine, has been 
identified on several properties around Belmont 

Lake. This is a noxious weed that becomes very dense 
and overtakes all other vegetation. Monarch Butterflies 
will lay their eggs on it but the larvae will die from 
eating the leaves.  To learn more, please go to the link 
www.invadingspecies.com/dog-strangling-vine/. The 
best pictures of the plant are at the bottom of the 
page. 

Property owners may be required by the County to 
remove it from their property. I learned this when I 
received a Notice from the County of Peterborough 
informing me that an infestation had been found on 
a piece of property that I own on Preston Road north 
of FR 25. I have subsequently also seen it on FR 15. 
Removal can be achieved manually or by spraying.  

I have been in touch with the Township of HBM, the 
County of Peterborough and a person who will spray 
the infestation (as well as poison ivy, Wild Parsnip 
etc.) if it is accessible with his truck. I am basically 
against sprays but in my case the challenge is a bit too 
daunting for the manual approach.

The reason for this note is to ascertain how significant 
the challenge is. Is this weed only in the two places 
mentioned, or is it on most Fire Roads? When 
you get a chance, please check your Fire Road and 
surrounding property and let me know. Perhaps we 
can organize a collaborative effort to rid ourselves of 
this pest. June is the best time to eliminate it; August 
is too late.

Feel free to drop me a line at evanmey@gmail.com.   

• • •
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Belmont Lake Cottagers’ Association Board of Directors – 2019-2020

Title Name Cottage phone Email Address Responsibilities

President Peter White 705-778-7936 pandkwhite@hotmail.com Coordination, HBMLA

Secretary Greg Alexander 416-238-7700 greg.alexander@sidonia.com Regatta, Newsletter, Website

Treasurer Fred Bennett 705-778-1840 fred-pam@rogers.com Financial records, Membership

Director Evan Meyers 705-778-1588 evanmey@gmail.com Road Reps, Calendars

Director Brian Deas 705-778-5253 donnadeas@hotmail.com Social programs

Director Katherine Deas 705-778-5253 deaskatherine@gmail.com
Regatta, Fireworks, Social media, 
BLCA clothing

Director Donna Peeling 705-778-2874 dpeeling@nexicom.net Water testing, Lake history

Director Wendy Vuyk 613-453-3501 wen.vuyk@gmail.com Water testing

A Lucky Winter Visitor
by John Dixon

Last year my wife Heather and I took advantage of 
a sunny March day to visit our cottage on FR23. 

We found that all was well with the property, but just 
as we were about to leave, Heather was startled to see a 
small black furry face peering at her through the glass 
door of the wood-stove in the living room. A black 
squirrel had somehow managed to get to the top of 
the chimney, and thence down the chimney and into 
the firebox. How it managed to get up the outside of 
the slick stainless-steel chimney pipe is a mystery – 
perhaps it simply leapt from the roof ridge or a nearby 
tree. The creature seemed to be in good condition, so 
presumably it hadn’t been trapped for very long. 

The situation presented a problem: how could we get 
the squirrel out of the stove without letting it escape 
inside the house? Imagine the trail of sooty footprints 
that would have been left all over the house as it 
searched frantically for an exit! We puzzled over this 
for a while. Several ideas were considered and rejected: 
could we trap it in a bucket, or a garbage bag, held in 
front of the stove door? Not likely – both would be 
too small to cover the stove opening. Finally, Heather 
suggested that a duvet cover would be a sufficiently 
large bag to envelop the front of the stove and leave 
room for opening the stove door into the bag. So that’s 
what we did – stretched the zippered opening of a 
queen-size duvet cover around the front of the stove, 
then opened the stove door into the sack. 

Perhaps understandably, the squirrel initially declined 
the offer of an inviting exit and simply retreated into 

a back corner of the firebox. So I donned a heavy 
leather glove and pushed my hand into the box while 
Heather banged on the back of the stove to encourage 
the squirrel to relocate into the bag. Then we were 
able to cinch the bag off the stove and take it outside, 
complete with neatly trapped visitor. 

Once safely out of the house, we opened the bag so 
that our visitor could return to the wild. This it did, 
as if shot from a cannon! I was a bit disappointed, 
though, that it didn’t stop to say “Thank you!”

On reflection, we realized that good fortune had 
smiled on all three of us that day. It was lucky for the 
squirrel that we happened along just when we did, in 
time to rescue it from a dry and ashy sarcophagus. And 
lucky for us that we escaped with neither a house-
cleaning job to do, nor a body to dispose of later in the 
spring.  • • •
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BLCA Event Signs

by Brian Deas

Our BLCA Board of Directors has discussed 
whether we should continue posting signs on 

each fire road, highlighting the dates and times of 
forthcoming events.

Opinion was divided:

On the one hand, we heard that the required signs were 
not always posted throughout the summer.  Whether 
cottagers generally even looked at the signs was cited as 
a further potential negative.

Given that some work is required by our road reps 
to install and remove the signs before and after each 
event, some Board members questioned the efficacy 
of using the signs at all.  This view was reinforced by 
the fact that each year’s Calendar of Events is included 
in our annual newsletter, on the permanent sign at 
Highway 48 and Sixth Line (just north of the Havelock 
Municipal Transfer Station), in the BLCA annual 
calendar, and in several emails to BLCA members 
throughout the summer.

On the other hand, other Board members felt that the 
signs provide a constant reminder of each future event 
and show that the BLCA is fully engaged in our lake 
community.

Our conclusion is that we will continue to post the fire-
road signs in 2020 and try to ensure full coverage but 
invite cottagers at the AGM and other events to express 
their opinions.

We might also install a new, permanent sign—a second 
Calendar of Events—at the intersection of Highway 48 
and Second Line.

If you want to comment about any of these matters, 
contact information for Brian Deas is shown elsewhere 
in this newsletter.  • • •

Social Media Update

by Katherine Deas

Facebook.com/BelmontBLCA is the best channel 
by which to connect with us online. In contrast to 

too many online forums that are filled with unfamiliar 
faces and often-irrelevant content, you can consistently 
expect familiar faces and a sense of community on the 
Belmont Lake Facebook page.

We have over 650 followers and almost 600 ‘Likes’. If 
you have been part of our group for some time, you 
may have noticed this year that the quantity and quality 
of our content has increased. We have strived to create 
posts more frequently during the off-season and this 
is partly due to the year-round stream of information 
relevant to cottage owners and lake residents. With so 
many challenges facing communities like ours across 
the province, it is crucial that we all try to stay updated. 
We aim to share information that is timely, relevant, 
and appealing to a wide range of people.

The types of postings you can expect to see online 
include: information about invasive species; flood 
warnings; fire bans; pancake breakfasts; notices of 
public meetings; pictures of our social events; local 
wildlife sightings; a lost-and-found network; farmers’ 
markets; local fundraisers; arts and culture; and much 
more.

One of the primary goals of the BLCA is to engage new 
members, especially young people. Cottage succession 
is a topic being tackled by lake associations across the 
province. Social media is a good tool to link the two so, 
if you follow us online and have family members who 
don’t, please invite them to ‘like’ our page. It would be 
great to see a more diverse age range participating in 
our online discourse. 

On that note, we would like to celebrate the addition 
of Taylor Homer to our social media team. Taylor 
first volunteered as a social media coordinator for 
our Instagram account to earn OSSD hours and has 
continued volunteering for us after her requirements 
were met. Taylor’s careful selection of beautiful pictures 
and interesting captions has dramatically increased 
our engagement to over 300 followers. We highly 
recommend following us on Instagram: @belmontlake_
blca

We are also on Twitter: @BelmontLakeBLCA

And of course, the BLCA website: www.blca.ca

See you online!  • • •
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Pike Tournament
by Brandon van Asten

Belmont Lake has always been regarded as an 
excellent fishery where anglers can experience the 

excitement of some of Ontario’s premiere sport fish. 
Within the last 25 years all species of native game and 
bait fish have experienced tremendous pressures due to 
the introduction of Northern Pike, a species that is not 
indigenous to Belmont Lake and surrounding bodies 
of water. The Ministry of Natural Resources is even 
considering classifying Pike as an invasive species within 
this region. The goal of this tournament is to help 
control the Northern Pike population within Belmont 
Lake and raise funds for future stocking programs and 
habitat management. 

This year’s tournament will be held on Saturday, May 
30, 2020, provided that the COVID-19 restrictions 
have been lifted sufficiently to allow it. Look for 
notices of confirmation or cancellation that will be 
distributed through the various BLCA media (email, 
website, FaceBook page and signage). Our goal is to 
have over 40 teams compete. We have tried to make 
the event more family-oriented by allowing 5 people 
per boat. The entrance fee for each boat is $100. In 
past years the entrance fees have been distributed back 
to the top anglers as prize money. A small percentge of 
entrance fees as well as sponsorship money are also used 
to help support the Belmont Lake Marina in the form 
of gas vouchers which are used to supplement the prize 
pool.

The 2019 event was very well received by anglers 
and gave many families a chance to fish together in 
a competitive setting. Twenty-six teams competed 
in the event last year, which was a great turnout. 
Unfortunately the fishing was very tough and the 
average 5-fish-limit weights were down significantly. 
Congratulations to Jeff Atchison on winning the 
2019 Belmont Lake Pike Tournament. They weighed 
in 5 pike for a total weight of 13lbs 12oz. They also 
managed to catch the largest pike of the tournament 
which weighed in at 5lbs 6oz. Great job, guys! Let’s see 
if you can do it again this year. 

The 2019 Belmont Lake Pike Tournament was the 
most memorable to date. Dave Lafferton had the story 
of the tournament. Dave and his co-angler fished all 
day, but couldn’t get the bites they needed. They took 
some time to visit the Belmont Lake Brewery during 
the day to kill some time and sip some “Cordova 
Gold”. After their leisurely afternoon, they decided to 
hit the water for one last attempt to catch some fish. 

And wouldn’t you know it, they land a MONSTER 
pike 20 minutes before the weigh-in time. This single 
giant pike weighed in at a whopping 13lbs 9oz. This 
was the single biggest pike I have ever witnessed 
come out of Belmont Lake. After landing the fish, 
they decided it would be prudent to head back to 
the marina to show off their catch and weigh it in. 
But, this is where the wheels fall off the bus in their 
Cinderella story. As misfortune would have it, their 
trusty Mercury would not start. And try as they might, 
using every profanity in the English language to try 
and coax that motor to start, it did what Mercs do best 
and sat there, dead in the water. Poor Dave could only 
watch in horror as the deadline for weigh-in passed him 
by. He finally did make it to the marina 30 minutes 
late, making his catch ineligible for any prizes. But it 
is worth mentioning that this single fish would have 
won Dave the tournament and the big-fish prize pool. 
Sorry about your luck, fellas. Be sure to ask Brent at the 
Marina to tune up that Merc before this year’s event.

Over the past decade anglers have seen a dramatic 
decline in the number of pike in Belmont Lake. The 
reduction in their numbers has led to a resurgence in 
the health and numbers of native game-fish within the 
lake. The increased number of panfish has provided 
excellent forage for species such as walleye, largemouth 
bass, smallmouth bass and muskie. Anglers have been 
reporting overall larger and healthier catches over the 
last few seasons. 

To maintain this trend it is important that anglers fish 
responsibly. Here are some tips to help protect fish 
stocks within the lake.

When you go on an outing, bring a camera, tape 
measure and a scale. This way you have proof of the 
monster you just caught. With today’s technology, 
there is no need to keep that monster and drag it back 
to your dock in the bottom of your boat to show your 
family and friends. Large fish stress easily and usually 
never recover to be released.

If you intend to keep a fish for dinner, keep the smaller 
ones. Smaller fish taste better and have less accumulated 
toxins within their meat. Contaminants such as heavy 
metals and pesticides build up in the tissues of fish as 
they age, making the larger fish a less healthy option 
for consumption. Larger fish also have the capacity to 
produce greater numbers of genetically strong offspring, 
which will only help the future of fishing on Belmont 
Lake.  
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Have the proper release tools. Long-shaft needle-
nose pliers, jaw spreaders, and a small wire-cutter 
will make releasing a fish quick and easy. If a hook is 
lodged deep in the throat, or just can’t be removed, 
cut the line or cut the hook from your lure using the 
wire cutters. A new hook is worth a few cents. It’s 
better to replace the hook than it is to tear it out of 
the fish’s throat, which will certainly lead to the fish’s 
death. The fish will have a better chance of surviving 
if the hook is left to rust out.

Bring a net with you. This will allow you to easily 
land that giant. It has the added benefit of allowing 
you to keep the fish in the water while you remove 
the hooks with your long pliers. Then, when the 
camera is ready, you can lift the fish out of the water, 
snap your picture, and have a successful release.

Top 5 Tournament Standings

1st Place – Jeff Atchison

2nd Place – Team White

3rd Place – Mike Ebisuzaki

4th Place – Team Senay

5th Place – Andrew Ebisusaki

In addition to the big-fish pool which has been run 
in previous years, this year several pike have been 
tagged and released back into the lake. If an angler 
fishing in the tournament manages to catch a tagged 
pike, they have the opportunity to win additional 
cash and prizes (prizes and cash amounts will be 
based on sponsor contributions and have yet to be 
determined). 

We would like to thank the following sponsors for 
their continued support:

Belmont Lake Marina (705) 778-2366 - Repairs, 
Storage & Slips, Launch, Videos, Groceries & Ice, 
Laundry, Gas, Bait & Tackle

Marion’s Live Bait and Tackle (705) 778-2860 - Retail 
& Wholesale, Minnows, Worms, Musky Bait & 
Leeches

Canadian Coldblood Fishing Charters (905) 259-1514 
– Experienced guide for bass, muskie, pike, walleye, 
and panfish on Belmont Lake and many lakes in the 
surrounding area. Call Brandon for daily or evening 
rates.

Woody Burger and Pizzeria (705) 778-1010 – Offering 
an amazing selection of specialty burgers, delicious 
pizzas, and an array of other mouthwatering menu 
items. 102 Ottawa St. E. Havelock.

Pup’s Tree Service (705) 778-3461 – Specializing in 
danger trees in and around cottages and lakes. Total tree 
removal including brush chipping, trimming, lifting 
and stump removal. We are fully insured and will 
provide free quotes. 

Be sure to support our sponsors when the opportunity 
arises. Without them this tournament would not be 
possible.

For more information on registering for the 2020 
Belmont Lake Pike Tournament, contact Brandon 
van Asten by phone (905) 259-1514 or by email at 
brandon.vanasten@dcdsb.ca. 

We look forward to seeing many new faces this year. 
It’s a great day for friends and family to have some 
fun, catch some fish, and contribute to the worthwhile 
community goal of making Belmont Lake a productive 
fishery for years to come.  • • • 

...Pike Tournament continued
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Belmont Lake Regatta  
by Katherine Deas

The annual Belmont Lake Regatta is definitely one 
of the Belmont Lake Cottagers’ Association’s most 

popular events. It has been an ongoing tradition for 
decades and we look forward to keeping it going for 
many more to come! From babies to great-grandparents, 
and everyone in between, we love attending this event 
and hope to keep meeting new people and making new 
memories for everyone!

The 2019 regatta was a huge success thanks to everyone 
who participated and, most importantly, everyone who 
volunteered to make the day run smoothly. And a big 
thank you is extended to Campbell’s Belmont Lake 
Marina, as always. 

The day of the 2019 regatta started promptly at 12 
noon on Sunday, August 4th with the baby, children 
and teen swimming races. As usual, all competitors 
made great efforts - we definitely have some talented 
swimmers! And it is great to see the same families, year 
after year, sometimes only once a year. The kayak and 
paddleboat races are as much fun for the audience as for 
the competitors. We cheer on everyone from the sidelines 
as they race in a variety of games on the water (BYOB - 
Bring Your Own Boats and Life Jackets). While the water 
fun is underway, not a bit of excitement is missed on 
land: we have ladies nail hammering and men’s log saw 
competitions; kids’ face painting; trivia contests; BLCA 
clothing for sale; and volunteers with information about 
BLCA and membership payments/renewals. 

After the water races, we play some classic games like shoe 
kick, egg toss, and water balloon toss (again, as much fun 
to watch) while enjoying cold drinks and a gourmet BBQ 
courtesy of Ralph’s Butcher Shop in Norwood. A Local 
Trivia contest inspired heated competition and much 
head scratching. The winner, Richard Wood, took home 
a $50 gift card from the Havelock Foodland and happily 
claimed bragging rights for the whole year!

Even after all of this, the fun is really just getting started, 
because there is a huge round-robin match of Tug-of-
War. Teams of five, with no more than two men 18+ and 
a minimum of two females, sign up at the prize table 
throughout the day. We have a great time cheering on 
new teams and watching old favourites come back to try 
to reclaim their prize! The team names get more creative 
every year!

After all that tugging, we need to cool off again, so we 
head back to the beach for another round of swimming 
races although, this time, you don’t win a medal, you win 

a watermelon, hence “watermelon races”! So refreshing 
and a great way to wrap up the festivities, especially for 
the winner of the 19+ heat!

Volunteers are absolutely essential to this event and so 
we would like to extend sincere thanks to everyone who 
helped out in any way. It’s the details that make all the 
difference to make sure we can run all the great events, 
give out nice prizes, and offer food and drinks for all. 

A special note to *future* volunteers… we need more 
of you! Parents, teenagers, grandparents, families and 
individuals…if you can help with this event, or others, 
please contact us. And a reminder: OSSD students can 
receive credit for volunteer hours. (Hours can be earned 
through the BLCA in a variety of ways beyond social 
events.)

This year’s Belmont Lake Regatta is scheduled to take 
place on Sunday, August 2, 2020 provided that the 
COVID-19 restrictions have been lifted sufficiently 
to allow it. Look for notices of confirmation or 
cancellation that will be distributed through the various 
BLCA media (email, website, FaceBook page and 
signage). You should plan to arrive at the Belmont Lake 
Public Beach (top of Mile of Memories Road) BEFORE 
NOON so as to leave enough time to park and get to the 
beach where the first swimming races start at 12 noon 
sharp.

Please note that participation in the Belmont Lake 
Regatta is for members of the BLCA, their families and 
guests. If you plan on taking part and have not paid your 
2020 membership dues, you can do so on site – just look 
for the registration table.  • • •

Local Trivia Contest winner Richard Wood, 
pictured with his prize, a $50 gift card presented by 
Janice, co-owner of the Havelock Foodland



2020 Belmont Lake Cottagers' Association Newsletter  - 17

2019 Belmont Lake Regatta - Results
Sincere apologies for any name incorrectly spelled or missing from the lists below. 

Swimming Races 1st Place 2nd Place 3rd Place
Diaper Race (2 and Under) Ethan Sheppard-Deas Quinn Woodhouse Avery Jones
Girls 3 - 5 Madison Marks Abigail Woodhouse Zoe Woodhouse
Boys 3 - 5 Cooper Fisher Elliot Moore ---------
Girls 6 - 8 Piper Van Asten Fiona Loeffler Sara Pham
Boys 6 - 8 Will Smith Taylor MacDonald Caleb Mitchell
Girls 9 - 12 Grace Outwater Riley Gillies Keyara Emerson
Boys 9 - 12 Gavin Moore Alexander Crawford Noah Mitchell
Girls 13 - 16 Samantha Manieri Mia Riolino Madeline Alexander
Boys 13 - 16 Liam Alexander Cam Spalding Jeff Prior
Girls 17 - 19 need more people! -------- --------
Boys 17 - 19 Joe Jedrej Matt Crane Evan Hatanaka
Women (over 19 years) Kim Moore Christine Smith Katherine Deas
Men (over 19 years) Dave St. Louis Jeremy Doke Mark Loeffler

Boat Races 1st Place 2nd Place 3rd Place
Gunwale Canoe

(open to all)

Cam Spalding Gavin Moore Max Kumagai

War Canoe

(6 people per boat)

Avery Spalding

Lauren Alexander

Liam Alexander

Madeline Alexander

Kyle Alexander

Jack Prior

Max Kumagai

Michael Pallotta

Massimiliano Riolino

Evan Hatanaka

Zach Hatanaka

Jason Kumagai

Cam Spalding

Kyle Rodway

Sam Koven

Thomas Pankse

Louis Spalding

Wyatt Spalding
In and Out Canoe

(open to all)

Avery Spalding 

Lauren Alexander

Max Kumagai

Zach Hatanaka

Gavin Moore

Kimberly Moore
In and Out Pedal Boat 

(open to all)

Evan Hatanaka

Zach Hatanaka

Meredith Belanger

Ben Young

Massimiliano Riolino

??
Over The Hill Double Pedal 
Boat (35 years +)

Jeff Young

Co Pham

Val Kumagai

Jason Kumagai
Single Canoe Crab

(open to all)

-------- -------- --------

Backwards Kayak

(open to all)

Gavin Moore Michael Pallotta Tyson Denison Gillis

Backwards Pedal Boat 

(open to all)

Wyatt Spalding

Meredith Belanger

Chloe Harrington

Sierra Andre

Caly Nardi

Addy Evans
Long Distance Canoe 

(open to all)

Mark Loeffler

Blake Amon

Andrew Ebisuzaki

Adam Ebisuzaki --------
Long Distance Kayak 

(open to all)

Randy Alexander Todd Spalding Gavin Moore
Continued 
next page...
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Novelty Events 1st Place 2nd Place 3rd Place
Shoe Kick Kaydance Lindell Kaia Denison-Gillis Keyara Lindell
Egg and Spoon Race

(under 12)  2 Heats

(name not recorded) Jacob McDonald

Water Balloon Toss Todd Spalding

Jeremy Doke

Evan Hatanaka

Zachary Hatanaka

Kaydance Lindell

Ryan Lindell
Egg Toss Riley Gillies

Glen Gillies

Sierra Andre

Brianna Iskric

--------

Women’s Nail Hammering Jade Blackwood Jenna Clements Tina Villard
Men’s Log Sawing Colten Lafraugh Alan Baxter Patrick Harley
Tug-Of-War

(Teams of Five, with a 
maximum of two men 18+ and 
minimum of two females)

Sawmill Bay:

Chad Outwater

Robbie Outwater

Rob Outwater

Sam Emerson

Emily Emerson

The Winning Team:

Courtney

Laura

Marsha

Max

Dony
Local Trivia Contest Richard Wood

Watermelon Races

(Last event of the day - special prize for the 
adult categories)

Boys Girls

8 years and under Kamdyn Lindell Victoria Spalding
9 - 13 Gavin Moore Jade O’Donnell
14 - 18 Liam Alexander Mia Riolino
19 - 34 Mitchell Hardy --------
35 and over Randy Alexander Kim Moore

... Regatta continued
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Three Young Belmont Wakeboarders 
Collect World Medals 

by John Dixon

We are excited to note that three young Belmont 
Lake siblings earned a total of six medals at 

the World Wake Association’s Wakeboard World 
Championships at the Mayan Water Complex in Playa 
del Carmen, Mexico last October, as reported in The 
Peterborough Examiner (Oct 25, 2019). Wyatt Spalding 
was 9 years old at the time; sister Avery was 11; and 
brother Cameron, 13.

Wyatt won a gold medal in the boys nine-and-under boat 
division and a bronze medal in traditional cable. Cameron 
won a silver medal in the boys 10-13 cable features, a 
bronze in traditional cable, and placed fourth in boat. 

Sailing Regatta

by Melissa Alexander

On August 3, 2019, we had our annual Sailing 
Regatta, with the start/finish line at Sidonia 

Island.  The fleet included 13 boats - one of the 
highest levels of participation in the past few years.  
We had numerous Lasers, a few Albacores, a 470, and 
a Sunfish.  An Indigenous boat with sail and paddle 
also participated.  The race entailed three circuits of a 
triangular course. 

There were two categories - a competitive category 
(comprising those sailors who had won the race in a 
previous year) and a recreation category.  The winner 
of the competitive category was Cameron Smith.  In 

the recreation category there was a tie between the 
Hutcheons and the Valentines.

It was a very sunny day, but unfortunately with not 
much wind.  A dark cloud and subsequent storm ended 
the post-race festivities early.  Thanks are extended to 
Cameron Smith for providing the marks this year. 

Everyone had a good time!  We’re looking forward to 
Summer 2020 and encourage more sailors to join us 
on Saturday, August 1 at 2:00 pm east of Big Island, 
provided that the COVID-19 restrictions have been 
lifted sufficiently to allow it. Look for notices of 
confirmation or cancellation that will be distributed 
through the various BLCA media (email, website, 
FaceBook page and signage).  • • •

Avery won bronze medals in girls 10-13 traditional cable 
and cable features and finished sixth in boat.

The kids took up the sport with encouragement from 
their parents Todd and Rebecca Spalding on Belmont 
Lake. They have competed in the world championships 
twice previously when the competition was held in 
Toronto in 2016 and 2017. Wyatt and Avery also won 
gold medals at the 2017 event.

Congratulations to these tremendous young athletes! It’s 
quite an accomplishment for all three siblings to bring 
home medals from an international meet. We wish you 
success in future competitions! 

For more details and photos, take a look at the Examiner 
article (www.thepeterboroughexaminer.com/sports-
story/9662429-spalding-siblings-bring-home-world-
medals/).  • • •
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Walter H. Hood 
by Beverly Hood Meyers

My father, Walter Hood, died in early January 
2020 in Victoria, British Columbia at age 97. 

My parents, Walter and Lorna Hood, were life-long 
cottagers as well as permanent residents of Belmont 
Lake from the early 1950’s to early 2000’s, when they 
re-located to Victoria. 

After the Second World War, my father earned an 
Engineering Degree in Mining from McGill University, 
and married Lorna Alexander. My parents then moved 
to Havelock where Walter worked at International 
Minerals and Chemical Corporation. It was during this 
time in the early 1950’s that Walter bought property on 
Belmont Lake. He built their original cottage and later 
tore it down to build a permanent home in the mid-
1970s. 

Walter had a love of flying from an early start at the 
age of 18 in both the Royal Air Force and the Royal 
Canadian Air Force. After the war he continued to 
fly small Cessna airplanes that he used for his many 
mining explorations and ventures, and for recreation 
including flying into fishing camps in Quebec and 
Labrador. He kept his Cessna at the Toronto Island 
Airport, and I have fond memories of flying to the 
cottage with my parents when I was attending High 
School in Toronto. He would fly the Cessna with floats 
during the summer and then with skis in the winter. 
He led a very interesting and adventurous life! 

As a mining engineer and prospector, Walter travelled 
extensively around Canada and overseas. At one point 
in the early 1980’s Walter was actively pursuing the re-
opening of the Cordova gold mine. I remember both 
my parents being adamant that the hamlet of Cordova 
should continue to be called Cordova Mines, as at one 
point in time the ‘Mines’ name had been dropped. 

Walter was active in mining exploration and 
development locally with the Cordova gold mine 
and he also worked briefly in real estate. He was 
active in local municipal affairs; involved with the 
local conservation authority; and was instrumental 
in establishing the system of fire roads for Belmont 
Lake. He worked with the conservation authority in 
the maintenance of the Belmont dam, and I would 
accompany him when he had to raise or lower logs to 
keep the lake at a certain water level. He also tested 
the lake for water clarity using the Secchi disc. Walter 
was active in the establishment of the present-day 
Belmont Lake Cottagers’ Association along with his 
long-time friend and fellow cottager, Gerry Hutcheon. 

My love for Belmont Lake was established at a very 
young age, as our family spent every summer at the 
cottage. I am thankful to both of my parents for 
instilling the love of nature and appreciation for 
freshwater swimming, sailing, canoeing and boating. 
Their love of Belmont Lake and their generous spirit 
live on in me, my children, and my Canadian/Swedish 
grandchildren!  • • •

Walter Hood, Ron Marshall and Andre Turgeon (l-r) at Belmont Lake, ca. 2005. (Photo by Valerie Marshall)
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Volunteer Appreciation BBQ
by Evan Meyers

There are many fun ways to participate as a 
volunteer with the BLCA. It could be by 

contributing an article for the newsletter, helping at the 
regatta, delivering newsletters, serving on the executive, 
going to township council or conservation authority 
meetings, water testing, organizing social activities, or 
anything else you can think of that adds enjoyment and 
benefit to our lake/river community.  Just contact any 
member of the Executive and we will try to make your 
ideas happen.

The 2019 “thank you” event was attended by 37 BLCA 
volunteers. The best part about it was that I won 
the Left Right Centre game money pot! Murmurs of 
“rigged” went through the crowd but I stoically claimed 
my prize. The food and desserts were wonderful, ladies! 
Peter White, our esteemed President, did a marvelous 
job of containing the exuberance of the event. Once 
again it warmed my heart to see our ever-growing 
group of volunteers enjoying each other's company. My 
thanks are extended to all who have participated in this 
amazing transformation over the last ten years.

The 2020 Volunteer Appreciation BBQ will take place 
on September 12th at 3:30 pm, provided that the 
COVID-19 restrictions have been lifted sufficiently to 
allow it. Emails will be sent out to volunteers in mid-
August, either to extend invitations or to regretfully 
announce cancellation.   • • •
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BLCA Clothing

by Katherine Deas

What do you first think of when you hear the words “Belmont Lake”? Why, high fashion, of course! Well, 
maybe not so much for me personally, or those like me who consider rotating bathing suits a summer 

wardrobe, but you might notice this year a lot more people wearing our BLCA Clothing Line! 

We have had positive feedback so far from everyone who has purchased our new t-shirts. The shirts come in two 
designs, four colours, and both adult and kid sizes. The clever slogans on the back of the shirts, “Life’s Better at 
the Lake” and “Living on Lake Time”, convey that classic Belmont wit and charm, and the graphics on the front 
feature either an outline map of our lake or a sketch of a pontoon boat cruising in the sunset. 

We are considering new designs, new colours, and new items of clothing to include in our line, as well as which 
items we are going to keep, so there is a lot to look forward to as we aim to ensure that we have something for 
everyone. 

BLCA clothing can be purchased at many of our BLCA events, including the Regatta.

We are open to your suggestions and feedback as well.  If you have any questions or wish to purchase items 
directly, please contact Katherine at deaskatherine@gmail.com.  • • •
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2020 Advertiser Directory

Misc. ... 23  Campbellford Memorial Hospital, Desjardins Insurance, Trans Canada Nissan, PaperWorks, 
Havelock Community Pharmacy / Pharmasave, Allen Insurance Group, Havelock Guardian Pharmacy, 
Unconventional Moose 

Food & Drink ... 26 Belmont Lake Brewery, Tim Hortons Havelock, Woodyburger & Pizzeria,  
Havelock Foodland

Art, Home, Office, Property ... 27  Lovely Paintings, Ball Real Estate / Rosen, Remax Eastern Realty / 
Hudson, Ball Real Estate / Edwards, Cameron-Edwards, Complete Property Care 

Cottage, Boating & Marine ... 30  The Cottage, Dunfords of Havelock 

Trades ... 31  Kawartha Stone Works, Interco Fabrications,  GR Anderson Heating & Cooling,  
Clear Line of Site, Havelock Truck & Auto Repair, Emery Plumbing & Pumps, Kawartha Heating Solutions, 
Matthews Excavating, HBM Metal Roofing and Trim, Gord Munro Septic, Prinston Homes, Timberline 
Custom Homes, Havelock / Norwood Home Hardware, Pup's Tree Service, Van Till Tree Care, Dunford 
Electric, HTA Auto Sales, #7 Auto Plaza 

Entertainment ... 38  Westben, Havelock Country Jamboree
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TRANS CANADA NISSAN
1189 Lansdowne St. W., Peterborough 
www.transcanadanissan.com

705-743-4141

Mention this ad 

and save  

$10.00
Oil Change $50.95
and a FREE CAR WASH

                   (up to 4 litres of 5W30 oil & filter) Environmental fee, recycling fee &HST extra

  

 

 Family owned & operated 

for over 48 years

Also home of 
usedcarcity.net
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Havelock Pharmacy

Tel: 705.778.3851 � Fax: 705.778.5216

Part of your community since 1952

COURTEOUS ● RELIABLE  
● PROFESSIONAL

44 Ottawa Street West, Havelock, ON, K0L 1Z0

OPEN 365 DAYS A YEAR!
● Compression Stockings  
● Incontinence & Ostomy Supplies 
●Flu Shots

Brenda Tonn

 Ph:705.778.7393   Email:info@paperworksdesign.ca

❖ Desktop Publishing ❖  
(print and digital) 

❖ Design ❖  

Design Solutions
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Owners Richard & Christie Wood  -  richard@woodyburger.com

w2 for 1 Pizza  tBurgers & Wings     v

wLicensed     v

wDelivery Available     v

w705.778.1010     v

www.woodyburger.com

Situated at the north east end of the lake,  
just south of Deer Bay  

(look for the house with the blue roof!)

Belmont Lake 
Brewery

The Bearcroft Family

Brewers & Owners

54 FR 17, Havelock, ON

705.803.3001
belmontlakebrewery@gmail.com

belmontlakebrewery.com

Chris, Christina  
& Team wishing 

you a fun &  
safe summer! 

Tim Hortons Havelock 
✦ 50 Ottawa St. West ✦ 

705-778-1056
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We really do appreciate your business 
and always go the extra mile for our 

clients. Living year-round on a lake has 
given us a real appreciation for the beauty 
of it.

Buying or selling waterfront can be a 
complicated process, but we make it 
straightforward and help solve the problems 
before they actually become problems. 

We help our buyers find the right financing 
and insurance coverage and home 
inspections to close the sale. 

We also do valuations for capital gains tax calculations and work hand in hand with your tax 
accountant to streamline the process with Revenue Canada.

Ball Real Estate Inc. is the fastest growing most successful real estate company in the local water 
front market today. 

There’s a reason for that success story, so put us to work for  you.

Thank you for taking the time to read our ad. ...  Gloria and Carl

CARL EDWARDS 
BROKER 

GLORIA CAMERON-EDWARDS 
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

Note: Sassy would tell you life on a lake is great - if 
she could - but although she is an English Springer 

Spaniel, she can’t speak English

Cell: 705-927-7485   office: 705-651-2255

www.gloriaandcarl.ca
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We have received our Spring & Summer Clothing Lines 
come into see what’s trending this season!

Join our Facebook page to see new 
products and upcoming events at:  
facebook.com/thecottagehavelock

T
H

E
 C

O
T

TA
G

E

100 Ottawa St. Havelock
705-778-7011
We are located on Highway #7 at the east end
of Havelock, (next to Woody Burger).

GIFTS • CLOTHING • WATER TOYS

We will deliver water toys 
to your cottage in our 

local area for FREE!

The Cottage carries Fox, Billabong, SAXX, Ten Tree, Life Is 
Good, Oakley,  Roxy & Quicksilver.
You can also find Speedo – Water shoes, Snorkels and 
Goggles, along with a full range of Water toys – Pelican Kayaks, 
SUP’s, Tubes, Trampolines, and so much more!
We also have a great Gift Shop with some lovely unique home 
décor items.
If you haven’t had a chance to come in for a visit, we look 
forward to seeing you!
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havelocktruckandauto@gmail.com

Heating & Cooling

Home: 705.778.2272  - Cell: 705.875.3946

Licensed & Insured

New Home Heating � Oil to Gas Conversion 
Furnaces & Fireplaces � Hot Water Heaters
Natural Gas & Propane � Electric Furnaces

Air Conditioning

Sales & Service

✦ Residential Plumbing
✦ Cottage Openings &        

   Closures
✦ Pumps
✦ Installations
✦ Sales & Service

Blair Emery

705-778-3064 / 1-888-473-9600
R.R. #4, Havelock, ON K0L 1Z0
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705-778-3160
#6539 Hwy #7,Havelock, ON  K0L 1Z0

Gordon Munro
SEPTIC TANKS - PUMPED CLEANED

A Royal Flush  
is better than  
a Full House



2020 Belmont Lake Cottagers' Association Newsletter  - 35



36 - 2020 Belmont Lake Cottagers' Association Newsletter

   

 

	 	 Paint	•	Tools		•	BBQ’s	
•	Electrical	•	Plumbing	•	Hardware	

•	Giftware	•	Lawn	&	Garden

Home Owners helping homeowners

Hours of 
Operation

(both stores)

Mon - Thurs
8 - 6

Fri. 8 - 8 
Sat. 8 - 6
Sun. 9 - 4

Havelock Norwood

22 Ottawa St. W.
Havelock

2361 Cty. Rd. 45
Norwood

705.778.1222 705.639.5361

705-778-3461
www.pupstreeservice.com

Specializing in danger trees around cottages and lakes.  
Total tree removal including: Trimming,
brush chipping, lifting & stump removal

Fully insured. Free quotes.  
Bobcat on wheels or track with grapples for lot clearing.
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HTA AUTO SALES
Come in and see Paul 

about Quality,  
Pre-owned Vehicles

13 Industrial Drive, Havelock, ON
705-778-1530 / www.htaautosales.com

6725 Hwy #7, Havelock ON, K0L 1Z0 (East of Havelock)

Auto Repair - 24 Hour Towing
Servicing all roadside assistance providers

CAA - PDG - CANADIAN TIRE - SYKES - ALLSTATE - GM - FORD - CHRYSLER

6725 Hwy. 7, Havelock ON K0L 1Z0

#7 AUTO PLAZA

Ph:(705)778-3027    Fax: (705)778-3300

A big THANK YOU to all medical staff, support 
workers, first responders, and essential-

services staff who have been  and continue to 
be at work supporting our community during 

these difficult times.
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