Belmont Lake Cottagers’ Association
Membership Registration Form 2012
www.blca.ca
blca@blca.ca

Name

##

Street

Apt. # / Suite #

City

Province / State

Telephone

Postal / ZIP

email address(es) - multiple addresses welcome

Cottage Address (Fire Rd. & #)

Cottage Phone

Would you like
to volunteer?

Environment

Road Rep

Regatta

Newsletter

Social

Rock Marking

Other

Comments / Suggestions for the BLCA in 2012:

NEW FOR 2012: Do you agree to have your name, cottage fire road address, cottage phone and email
address included in a BLCA Directory to be printed in 2013?
This document would only be provided
to paying BLCA members in printed format and would not be downloadable or searchable on the
internet. Circle one: YES / NO
Would like to receive a copy of the Belmont Lake 2012-2013 Calendar when printed ($10) YES / NO
Cheque payable to: Belmont Lake Cottagers' Association
Mail to: PO Box 837, Havelock, ON K0L 1Z0
Road Rep Use:

Cash

Cheque

Belmont Lake Cottagers’ Association Inc.
The Association is a not-for-profit organization run by a volunteer Board of Directors that
works with cottagers and permanent residents to:
٥ Protect the lake environment:
٥ To monitor and liaise with municipal and provincial governments on issues affecting our lake.
٥ Guide members on issues affecting cottagers (taxation, water levels, services, etc.)
٥ Organize recreational facilities.
٥ Promote safety and create a safe boating environment (rock marking, courses, etc.)

The modest fee of $30 enables your Board to pay for:
٥ Summer activities such as the Pike Derby, Regatta, Fireworks and other activities
٥ Newsletters
٥ Insurance
٥ Rock marking
٥ Lobbying bodies that regulate water maintenance, taxes, garbage disposal and a myriad of environmental issues.

Please complete the application form on the other side of this page and mail it with $30 to:

Belmont Lake Cottagers’ Association
P.O. Box 837
Havelock, ON
K0L 1Z0
Please visit out website www.blca.ca for online payment options.
There is strength in numbers. A strong Association means a healthy
environment and a voice for seasonal and permanent lake residents.
Please get more details from our website
www.blca.ca

To help us keep in touch, please submit your e-mail address on the application. The BLCA does
not share contact information with any other organizations or businesses.
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SUMMER NEWSLETTER 2012
BELMONT LAKE COTTAGERS’ ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box 837 Havelock ON K0L 1Z0
www.blca.ca
Summer Events

Greetings from your BLCA Board.

Pike Tournament: Sat. June 16th

We trust that your fall and winter season was adventurous and fun. We hope that
your spring and summer season will be full of more adventure, fun, and lots of warm
sunny weather.

Fireworks: Sat. June 30
Parade of Lights: Saturday, Aug. 4
Regatta: Sunday, Aug. 5 – NOON
Black Out: Saturday, Aug. 11

2012 AGM
Date: Saturday, July. 28 9:30
a.m.
Location:
Cordova Library/Recreation Hall

The BLCA board makes use of email for
more regular updates to the Belmont
Lake community.
Send your email address to
membership@blca.ca if you wish added
to our distribution. Please include your
cottage 911 address if applicable.
We are currently able to manage up to
three email addresses per cottage.

Our team of Peter White, Greg Alexander, Brandon Van Asten, Tamara Flynn, Evan
Meyers, Larry Pick, Krista Laing and Courtney Spalding have been very busy this
past year.
Our major goals as a Board were to improve communications with our members,
lobby township council with respect to taxation and planning, continue promoting
our Lake Plan recommendations that were agreed to by the members in 2009, and
to promote various social activities for all age levels.
COMMUNICATIONS:
1) Road representatives have become a key part of our strategy to communicate
better with the BCLA membership. Evan Meyers is coordinating efforts to appoint a
road representative for all of our lake roads. If you do not have a road
representative on your road and would like to set one up, or do not know who your
road representative is, please contact Evan. Your road representative will play a
key role in delivering our newsletter to members this spring. He/she is also a key
link to our Board in providing feedback to and from you;
2) Internet/web communications have improved. We have a new look for the BCLA
website (www.blca.ca). Board minutes, information links we think might be of
interest, including from the Federation of Ontario Cottagers' Associations and the
Ministry of Natural Resources, and a calendar of upcoming events. From the site,
you can email members of the Board, and we will monitor incoming emails.
Communications through Facebook and Twitter are also a part of our
communications with members. We encourage your direct feedback. Courtney
Spalding is our website and communications guru and any suggestions are
welcomed. Greg Alexander has also been instrumental in the updating of our
website;
3) Our Board is also continuing to establish links with various real estate agents to
ensure that information such as environmental material and our own BLCA website
is included as a part of a Belmont Lake buyers package. This will ensure new
cottagers are up to date on environmental and social activities by our lake Board;
4) Your Board is holding two information sessions this summer. One is on real
estate succession planning and will be held together with Round lake. This session
will be held on July 29, from 10-noon at Round Lake. Terry Rees from FOCA and a
financial planner (our own Lake member) will be present. More information will be
posted on our website closer to the event. The other information session to be held
is on fire safety on the water, around the shoreline, and in your cottages/houses.
This will be presented by one of our local fire persons and will be held on a date to
be determined.

Lobbying Township Council
1) We have made significant strides in building a working relationship with our
elected Council through the Havelock-Belmont-Methuen Lakes Association (HBMLA).
In the fall we achieved a monumental success whereby Council reduced their
proposed increase in our taxes. See Peter White’s article later in this newsletter.
2) The HBMLA is monitoring and providing feedback to township council on the
upcoming revision to the township official plan (OP) and zoning by-laws (ZB). See
Peter White’s article on this important topic, including the results of the survey
conducted last summer, later in this newsletter.
Lake Stewardshp
1) The Havelock-Belmont-Methuen Council have produced a healthy shoreline
brochure. This will be distributed at our annual meeting;
2) The Board is reviewing the initial Lake Plan, approved in 2009 and will highlight
what progress has been made on that initial Lake Plan at our AGM;
3) We asked Council about the septic inspection program. As we all know a healthy
septic tank is critical for the environment. However, there are implications for
updating/inspecting septic tanks. Councils response to this question is in the Q and
A to Council from our Board (page 16 of the newsletter)

Are you familiar with
FOCA? The BLCA is a
member of this umbrella
organization for Ontario
Cottagers’ Associations.
The FOCA website
www.foca.on.ca is an
excellent resource for all
cottagers and lake
residents. FOCA also
maintains a YouTube
“channel” and a has an email
distribution that is open to
all.

4) Maintaining high water quality for our lake was a key element of the Lake Plan.
We are pleased to report that Belmont Lake was tested last year by the Ministry of
Natural Resources, and we received excellent results. Brandon Van Asten is our
water quality and fishing expert and this summer he is, with our lake volunteers,
expanding lake water quality testing. We will continue to report to you on Belmont
Lake's water quality. This season we will undertake to conduct 2 sampling sets--one
in the spring and another in the fall, to ensure our commitment to high quality
water;
5) Our Board has made a commitment to reach out to permanent residents. This
summer Larry will be inviting all permanent residents to provide feedback to him on
what you, as a permanent resident, are interested in seeing our Board assist
you/help you with.
ON THE SOCIAL FRONT:
Tamara Flynn, our Social Director, has planned for a variety of family friendly
activities and events. The regatta, fireworks, possible golf tournament, yard sale,
parade of lights, and our corn roast are but a few of the opportunities. We are also
planning learning seminars for kids/teens this summer that may include writing
workshops, sailing workshops and fishing workshops. ALL presented by our very
own Belmont Lake experts!
SUMMARY:
Our Board will continue to focus on stewardship and communications. In addition,
our commitment to offering social activities for all ages is important for us.
Cottage life means different things for different persons. Whether your Belmont
Lake residence/cottage is your social network, your private resort or just a place to
hang out, the Belmont Lake Cottagers Association is working towards making an
improvement in your cottage/residence experience.
As President, I want to thank all of you who have been dedicated members and, I
can say as Board President, we hope that we have served you well this past year.
We know there are areas where we can improve. Please let us know any of your
ideas, criticisms, thoughts or recommendations, or if you would like to volunteer for
one of our activities. It is through our members that we can continue to make
Belmont Lake a great place to spend our summers.
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We will be looking for new Board members. Please consider this opportunity to
serve your Lake through becoming a Board member. Board members will be
reelected/elected/nominated at our Annual General Meeting to be held July 28, 2012
We have attached a letter from Council responding to a set of questions our Board
asked about garbage disposal, by-law updates etc. Please review this as this is part
of our ongoing advocacy with Council.
Thanks,
Brad, President

Tamara, Vice President,

Board Members: Peter, Evan, Brandon, Larry, Krista, Greg, and Courtney
(Contact information for the board can be found on the 2nd last page of the newsletter)
Be sure to check out the “Q & A” with HBM Council on Page 16

What is the
“Black Out?”

The “Black Out” is an event promoted by the BLCA to commemorate the Ontario
Black Out of Aug. 14 2003. Many cottagers and lake residents noted the amazing
views of the night sky available to us once the light pollution from our cottages was
eliminated.
We attempt to line up this date as closely as possible to the Persied Meteor Shower.
The Perseid for 2012 will peak on Aug. 12, and so we’ve chosen Saturday Aug. 11 as
our “Belmont Black Out” night.
Cross your fingers for clear skies that night and please – lights out at dusk on Aug.
11!
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Havelock-Belmont-Methuen Lakes Association (HBMLA)
Update on Taxes
Havelock-Belmont-Methuen (HBM) Council moved the budget review process up from April 2012 to December 2011 this
year. HBMLA reviewed the draft budget in detail, and met with Council on December 5. Council and staff were most
helpful as we reviewed the draft line by line to fully understand the documents.
Following the meeting, HBMLA sent a letter to Council requesting that the budget increase for next year be limited to the
rate of inflation of 3%. That letter and an email communication to HBMLA members follows>

Dated December 11, 2011 and addressed to HBM Council at township offices)
Dear Mayor Gerow,
Thank you for the opportunity to review the HBM Township draft budget for 2012 with council on December 5, 2011.
We would like to reiterate HBMLA’s position as follows:
As the draft budget now stands, taxpayers will face another increase that is double the rate of inflation. Following
on the heals of a 10% tax increase in 2010 and 7% in 2011, both of which were more than double the rate of
inflation, we believe the budget for 2012 needs to be reduced. We understand that this will involve tough decisions,
but another tax increase in excess of inflation is not acceptable. A target of less than a 3% increase is clearly in
order.
Thank you again for making this process much more open and transparent. We appreciate the hard work that your staff and
council have put in to move the budget process up in the planning calendar and enable our participation in the process.

(the letter was signed by Peter White on behalf of the HBMLA)
The following was distributed to our lake email distribution list:
Dear Members,
As a follow up to the message sent to you on Monday, December 12, we are now attaching the letter sent to council
outlining HBMLA's position on the current draft budget:
The Havelock‐Belment‐Methuen Lakes Association (HBMLA), made up of representatives of the eight largest lakes in the
ownship, has been following the township's 2012 budget process closely. HBMLA met with council on December 5 and
reviewed the draft budget being considered by council. The attached letter was sent to council summarizing our position on
the budget. In short, we believe the spending increase is too high, and spending should be reduced so that the increase in
taxes are no more than 3%.
In past years council has communicated the change in mill rate which does NOT reveal how your taxes will change. For 2012,
the assessment in the township will increase by 9.4%, and the mill rate will decrease by 3.3%, based on the current spending
increase of 5.7%. So if the assessed value of your property increased by 10%, which is not unlikely for lake property, your
township taxes will increase over 6%.
If you would like to voice your opinion directly to council, you can use the contact information below.
(the email then goes on to list HBM Council contacts and information on the meetings dates for the budget)

Page 7

BLCA 2012 Newsletter

www.blca.ca

Follow-Up: HBMLA meeting with HBM Council
Here is a summary of the meeting with Council on December 19:
We made an impact! There were about 25 concerned citizens at the council meeting, including Mike Rosen and myself
from the HBMLA, and Evan Meyers and Steve Earle from the BLCA. I am not sure where the others were from.
Mayor Gerow opened the meeting acknowledging that council had received a large number of emails and phone calls on
the budget situation. He proposed a motion early in the meeting that council cut spending so that the year over year
increase in taxation would be no more than 3%. Council had clearly prepared for this, and each council member
proposed budget cuts and other measures to achieve the 3% target. This process was done verbally, so there were no
handouts or hard copies - the revised budget will be posted on the township website.
I spoke to council following the tabling of the new budget and made the following points:
• thanked them for there efforts to bring the budget in line with inflation
• acknowledged that most tax payers need a better understanding of the value they receive for their tax dollars,
and the budget process. I agreed to work with council to address this
• the reductions will have an impact on services in the township, and I encouraged council to let us know the
impact so we can communicate that to our members
• although council welcomed the avalanche of feedback, some member express frustration at the "misleading"
information that we had sent to our members. I asked Councillor Larry Ellis to get back to me with what parts of
our communication was misleading, so we can avoid that in the future.

•
•
•

Mayor Gerow closed the meeting with the following comments:
the budget process, having been moved from April 2012 to December 2011, will put them in a better bargaining
position with suppliers
the township needs to introduce a much more disciplined planning process for roads and capital expenditures
the township can no longer accept new rules and regulations from the province unless the province provides
funding to meet them
Overall it was a great meeting. Thanks to all of you who rallied your members to make it happen.
Peter White
Member, HBMLA
Treasurer, BLCA

Clearly, Council was influenced by the many emails, phone calls and letters that taxpayers sent. The
reductions in the budget result in an average savings of about $50 per cottage per year.
There is power and influence in numbers. We encourage you to renew your membership in the Belmont Lake
Cottagers’ Association so your voice will be heard even more loudly in the future!
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ROAD REP REPORT (Evan Meyers 705-778-1588)
I am very pleased to report that we now have 25 Road Reps which is well up
from the 18 we had last year. However, many roads still don’t have a resident
Rep so we still need more energetic volunteers. Many hands make light work.
The Road Reps job is to stay in touch with our membership and act as a liaison
between our cottagers and the Lake Association. Feel free to address your
concerns and interests to them.
Our Road Reps will ensure we have current information on our lake residents
and will also be able to receive your annual dues if that is convenient. Although
a cheque is preferred, please feel free to pay in cash. There will be a place on
the membership form to show your method of payment.
We are delighted to say that any member who has paid their dues ($30) by
Monday, July 16th, will have their name entered into a draw. The prize will be a
SEAPLANE RIDE FOR TWO, right here on Belmont Lake. This has been
generously donated by one of our members.
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Open Letter to all Full Time Residents of Belmont Lake
Fellow Residents,
How could Belmont Lake Cottagers Association (BLCA) better serve those of you who live on the lake full time?
As you know BLCA as part of the larger HBM Lake association had a part in shaping the municipal budget for this fiscal
year. HBMLA, and through input from the survey last year from Belmont Lake members, is strongly involved in the
zoning and planning review that Council is undertaking. In addition, BLCA has put forward numerous opportunities for
social/recreation activities through an annual dance, regatta, pike derby, etc.
BLCA works to bring forward information that affects the use of our lake.
The Board of BLCA invites all full time residents to put forward suggestions as to how BLCA could increase service to
them in particular and/or to the entire lake population as a whole. Perhaps you would be interested in some of the
following:
•
More social activities (potluck bbqs, community campfire, another dance, etc)
•
More in depth lake information on the web site updated frequently
•
“Neighbourhood Watch” or “Cottage Watch” program to help improve security of lake property
•
A “round table” discussion for full time residents before or after the AGM or at another time to discuss face to face
issues or concerns
The topics above are examples of things that could be looked at and are meant to elicit other ideas from BLCA members.
You are invited to forward issues or ideas to me at lpick@nexicom.net or 705-778-1423. You will receive a response and
your thoughts will be circulated to the Board members for consideration.
Yours truly,
Larry Pick,
BLCA Director
Fire Road 24
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Havelock-Belmont-Methuen Lakes Association (HBMLA) - Lake Survey Results
The HBMLA is a group with representation from the eight largest lakes in the Township of Havelock-Belmont-Methuen
(HBM). It was formed to share experiences among lakes in the region, and to be a clear and strong voice to HBM
Township Council.
In the summer of 2011, the HBMLA developed a survey to determine what our members thought about the key issues
related to the upcoming revisions to the HBM Official Plan and Zoning By-laws. The survey was sent to members of the
Belmont Lake Cottagers’ Association electronically where possible, and by regular mail for those members for whom we
did not have email addresses. Similar approaches were taken by the other lakes in the region.
We received 74 completed surveys from Belmont Lake cottagers, representing the highest response rate among all lakes
surveyed. There was no substantial difference in the Belmont responses and the combined responses of all the lakes.
Following is an executive summary of the results of the survey. This summary was hand delivered to the consultants
who are working with Township Council on drafting the new Official Plan and Zoning By-laws in September, 2011, and
was sent to Council the following week. HBMLA is tracking the progress of these important planning documents, and will
ensure your wishes as expressed in the survey are reflected in the final drafts. We will keep all BLCA members up-todate on the progress.
Thanks to all members who took a few minutes to complete the survey.
Peter White
Treasurer, BLCA
Member, HBMLA
HBMLA 2011 Survey for Official Plan and Zoning Bylaws
Executive Summary
A survey was sent electronically to members of Round
and Belmont Lakes and the Directors of all seven lake
associations in the Havelock Belmont Methuen Lakes
Association. All members in the HBM part of Jack’s Lake
and Belmont Lake members who did not provide e-mail
addresses were mailed a survey. A total of 214 owners of
lake front properties responded.
Based on the analysis below, we recommend the
following:

For building tear downs, the new building
should not be closer to the lake than the
existing structure and should meet all
other set back restrictions

For building expansions, the expanded
building should not be closer to the lake
and should meet all other set back
restrictions

Boathouses, if allowed at all, should be
single story, should be at least 10 metres
back from the high water mark, should not be allowed to have living quarters and be a maximum of 7 to
8 metres in width and no larger than 50 to 65 sq. m.

Garages should meet all existing setback restrictions and should not be allowed to have washroom
facilities

Natural shoreline buffer zones should be at least 10 metres in depth, and should be encouraged to meet
best practices through communications from the Township, conservations authorities and lake
associations
The following is a summary of how we reached our conclusions based on an analysis of the survey results. A
comprehensive summary of the survey results is shown on page 3 below, and the full survey results are provided in Excel
format if more detailed follow up is required:
…. Continued on next page
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1. When an existing lake front structure is torn down and
replaced with a new structure the following restrictions should
be in place:
• 73% - No closer to the lake than the existing
structure
o 1c of 47% plus 1d of 16% plus 1a of
10%
• 19% - 70 foot setback
• 8% - Other - (a variety of comments including 30
m setbacks & using existing side and setbacks)

5.

The maximum width of a boathouse facing the lake
should be:
• 73% want a maximum width of 8 metres or less
o 5a of 51% plus 5b of 22%
• 16% - Other – (less than 20 feet, width of boat
and depends on circumstances)

6.

Garages should be:
• 60% - Allowed with standard setbacks and
height and size restrictions, but do not contain
washroom facilities
o 6b of 37% plus 6c of 23%
• 37% - Allowed with standard setbacks and height
and size restrictions provided they do not contain
sleeping quarters, games room or washroom
facilities.
• 30% - Allowed with standard setback and size
and height restrictions with no other restrictions
• 23% - Allowed with standard setback and size
and height restrictions and may contain sleeping
quarters and games rooms but do not contain
washroom facilities
• 8% - Other -(various comments about
neighbours and environmental concerns and need
for own septic system if washroom allowed)
• 2% - Not allowed

7.

A natural shorelines buffer zone should be:
• 62% - Encouraged to meet “best practice”
standards through communications with the
Township, conservation authority/MNR and lake
associations.
• 30% - Developed as a bylaw to meet best practice
• 8% - Other - a variety of comments

8.

A by-law for a natural shorelines buffer zone should be
[answered only by those who favoured a bylaw to meet
best practice]:
• 57% want a 10 metre (33 feet) deep natural
shorelines vegetation buffer zone
o 8a of 18% plus 8b of 8% plus 8c of 31%
• 34% want a buffer zone that covers 90% of the lot
width
o 8a of 18% plus 8d of 19%
• 26% want a 15 metre deep natural shorelines
vegetation buffer zone
o 8d of 19% plus 8e of 5% plus 8f of 3%
• 16% - other – 6% suggested 3 to 5 metre deep
natural shoreline

2. When an existing lake front structure is expanded the
following restrictions should be in place:
• 80% - No closer to the lake than the existing
structure
o 2b of 51% plus 2c of 29%
• 12% - No expansion allowed unless the current
building conforms to all current zoning bylaws.
• 7% - Other - (a variety of comments mostly
discussing environmental impacts of expansion)
3. Boathouses:
•
•

•
•

4.

97% do not want in-water boathouses
o only 3% indicated in the Other category
that in water would be acceptable
53% - do not want to see a boathouse from the
lake
o 3a of 19% plus 3c of 21% plus 3d of
13%
35% - Boathouses should be allowed at the high
water mark
13% - Other - (Many comments both pro and
con. 3% indicated they were fine with in water
boathouses, 4% indicated existing boathouses
should be grandfathered)

The size of a boathouse should be [answered only if
responder wanted boathouses]:
• 80% said boathouses should have no living
quarters regardless of size
o 4a of 49% plus 4b of 19% plus 4c of
11%
• 49% - A single storey, having no living quarters
and no larger than 50 sq. m. (538 sq. ft.)
• 20% - Other - (comments including allowing
living quarters, grandfathered living quarters, no
living quarters, no running water, different sizes
allowed)
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HBMLA 2011 Survey for Official Plan & Zoning By-Laws

Total

Total

%

Belmont 74, Jack 63, Cordova 38,
Round 36, Other 3

214

100%

Replies:
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1. Tear Down

a
b
c
d
e

within footprint
no closer, <25% larger
no closer, meets other by-laws
21 metre setback
other

21
34
100
40
19

10%
16%
47%
19%
9%

*****
********
***********************
*********
****

2. Expansion

a
b
c
d

meets all by-laws
no closer, meets other by-laws
no closer, <25% larger
other

26
110
63
15

12%
51%
29%
7%

******
*************************
**************
***

3. Boathouses

a
b
c
d
e

Not allowed in water or on land
Allowed at high water mark
Allowed 10m from high water mark
Allowed 15m from high water mark
other

41
74
45
27
27

19%
35%
21%
13%
13%

*********
*****************
**********
******
******

4. Boathouse size

a
b
c
d

Single story, no living qtrs, <50 sq m
Single story, no living qtrs, <65 sq m
Single story, no living qtrs, <80 sq m
other

85
33
19
35

49%
19%
11%
20%

************************
*********
*****
**********

5. Boathouse width

a
b
c
d
e

<= 7m
<= 8m
<= 9m
<= 10m
other

87
37
11
10
27

51%
22%
6%
6%
16%

*************************
***********
***
***
********

6. Garages

a
b
c
d
e

not allowed
No sleeping, games or washrooms
No washrooms
Meets current restrictions
other

5
78
49
62
16

2%
37%
23%
30%
8%

*
******************
***********
***************
****

7. Natural shorelines

a Enforced through by-laws
b Encouraged through communications
c other

62
131
17

30%
62%
8%

***************
*******************************
****

8. Shoreline by-laws

a
b
c
d
e
f
g

11
5
19
12
3
2
10

18%
8%
31%
19%
5%
3%
16%

*********
****
***************
*********
**
*
********

10m, 90% coverage
10m, 80% coverage
10m, 75% coverage
15m, 90% coverage
15m, 80% coverage
15m, 75% coverage
other
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Q & A: BLCA communication with HBM Council
Over the course of the year the BLCA Board receives many inquiries on issues that pertain to services or
policies of the Township of Havelock-Belmont-Methuen. Brad Adams rolled these up into an email to the
township; below is the email and response from the Township.
Good day Reeve,
I trust you and your family are doing well. I also imagine that you are looking forward to the upcoming--although, very near spring.
As you know, I am still in Africa, with my wife and kids. We are also looking forward to returning to the cottage this season. It will be a
shorter season for us than normal as we will be returning in early August, but we are really looking forward to returning to our home.
Living over here has certainly made us appreciate how lucky Canadians are. In our Lake community we are especially lucky to be in an
area surrounded by healthy water and a healthy environment.
I have a couple of questions for you and Council. I realize you must be very busy, but I would like to follow up on a few things. (forgive
me also as I am also a bit out of date with goings on in the township)
1) There was a healthy shoreline brochure near production in the fall. Is that completed?
2) A review of the Ward system was under way. It was certainly my view that there be a specific cottage representative. Is that review
complete and if so, what was the conclusion?
3) A very positive move by Council was to move meeting times so that there could be greater attendance from the 'public'. Has there been
an increase in attendance from the public? And has this created a more improved link of communications?
4) Mr Sharpe was working on a septic inspection program. It was suggested that he would be simply cutting and pasting other
Municipalities programs. Is there an update on this activity? It is our Boards feeling that this is a very important issue, as much as it is a
sensitive issue.
5) A zoning review was ongoing in which a number of players provided input into the process. Can you please provide an update on where
this activity currently stands.
6) A completely separate issue: Re waste dumps: With the cottagers having to pay high taxes, has there been a consideration that
cottagers not have to pay when we go to the waste depot and dispose of our regular waste? As you know we do not have waste
collection, and it seems like we are penalized even more when we have to purchase waste disposal tickets for our regular waste.
7) Our Association is planning a fire safety seminar for cottagers. (probably jointly with a few other Associations) As you may know, there
are water pumps around our lake. I believe that Jim, you were the Chair of the Fire Management Committee in a prior term, so: Is there
someone that you can connect me with so that I can ask about attending our information seminar and also talk to him/her about legal
implications re the pumps.
8) We are finalizing our minutes from the last meeting. In that meeting we planned a number of activities for our upcoming season. Once
the minutes are finalized I will forward a copy to you for your information.
9) I have one other comment. It always seems to me that we are asking things of Council. what to do, what not to do, etc. Given the
upcoming cottagers season, is there anything that each association can be doing in order to assist your Council in its objectives?
Thank you in advance for your attention to this.
Sincerely,
Brad Adams
President
Belmont Lake Cottage Association
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April 26, 2012
Brad Adams
President of the Belmont Lake Cottage Association
Dear Mr. Adams
The Council of Havelock-Belmont-Methuen takes this opportunity to thank you for your recent email.
Members of Council have asked that staff respond to the questions posed in that email:
1.

The healthy shoreline brochure will be on the HBM website on May 4, 2012..

2.
The review of the ward system has been completed. There was good public input on both sides of the question. Members of
Council have resolved to retain the ward system for the municipal election in 2014.
3.
Members of Council thank you for the support for the changed meeting times. The intent was to provide greater opportunity for
members of the public to attend council meetings. There has been no change in attendance at Council meetings to date, but the
opportunity is available if needed by a resident.
4.
A septic re-inspection program has been investigated further with the County- City Health Unit, the agency delegated the
jurisdiction for septic systems in the County of Peterborough. There are many difficulties to overcome for a re-inspection program to
proceed, some legal and some financial. Difficulties include: lack of legal access to properties; voluntary vs. mandatory programs; cost
recovery from a user pay vs. tax based system; lack of jurisdiction or authority to enforce correction of any problems found; the costs to
provide the qualified technicians to carry out the septic tank inspection and the property file and septic system record research. There
has been no funding budgeted by the County-City Health Unit for a re-inspection program in the future; nor has funding been included in
the 2012 municipal budget. Municipal budgets are very tight this year and will continue to be tight into the future. Reductions may be
the order of the day, not new services.
5.
The Official Plan and Zoning By-law review process continues according to the work plan for the project. The Planners presented
the Consultation and Background report to Council at the April 16th Council meeting, as per the invitation that you received. Public
comments on that report will be received by Council at the May 7th and 14th meetings. The draft by-law will be presented to Council at
a meeting in July, an Open House will be held in August, the Public Meeting under the Planning Act will be held on the first meeting in
September.
6.
Garbage disposal is currently a user pay system based on the amount of garbage that a resident generates for disposal. Taxation
covers the cost to provide the landfill and transfer stations; the environmental testing; the yearly monitoring reports; and the majority of
the operational costs. The user pay system at the waste sites is an effort to enable a resident to reduce the cost for garbage disposal if
they actively recycle and compost their waste.
7.
I believe that Fire Chief Ray Haines would be an excellent source of information for a fire safety seminar. The fire pumps are not
part of the township’s inventory and are the responsibility of the owners of the pumps. The pumps may be of assistance to the fire
department in emergency situations, but are not owned, maintained or certified by the Township.
8.

We would appreciated receiving a copy of the minutes from your meeting.

9.
Communication is the best way to assist Council in achieving its objectives. Members of Council and staff are making
improvements in communications with members of the public through the website. Communication back from the public is a very
important piece of the equation.
Thank you for your interest. I trust these brief responses to your questions provide enough information for you and the members of the
Belmont Lake Cottage Association. If you have further questions, please do not hesitate to contact our office.
Yours truly,

Glenn Girven, Clerk
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Treasurer’s Report

Belmont Lake Cottagers' Association Inc
Income Statement

Treasurer’s Comments for 2012 Newsletter

For the Year Ended March 31, 2012

I am pleased to present the financial statements for the year ended
March 31, 2012.
Revenues increased by over $1,000 this year compared to last year
due to higher memberships and increased advertising in our
newsletter. Expenses were close to $3,000 higher than last year as a
result of our focus on programs that encourage our members to
enjoy our lake and to have fun with other cottagers. New this year
was our fireworks display and corn roast.
Expenses exceeded revenues by $866 for the year, which was close
to the budget the board set at the beginning of the year. We are on
course to slowly reduce our accumulated surplus over the next
several years in order to bring more value to our members and
protect the quality of the lake for years to come. At the same time,
we will ensure an adequate reserve for unexpected events that may
arise in the future.
Membership increased by 18 this year to 175 members. We hand
delivered our newsletters with the help of our dedicated road reps
who encouraged cottagers to join our association. We are hopeful
that our focus on activities that add value to cottage owners, such as
our work with Havelock-Belmont-Methuen Council on taxation and
the official plan and zoning by-laws revisions, along with the many
social programs such as the regatta, fireworks, lake party, corn roast
and golf tournament will continue to drive membership.
Our influence on local government, that affects us all financially and
in the quality and sustainability of our lake, is enhanced by more
membership.

Revenue
Membership Dues (175 members)
Calendars
Advertising
Regatta
Fish Derby
Lake Party
Total Revenue

$5,320
285
3,210
460
820
245
$10,340

Expense
Accounting & Audit
AGM expenses
Bank charges
Calendars
Corn Roast
Fireworks
Fish Derby
FOCA Fees
Golf Tournament
HBM Lakes Conference
Insurance
Lake Party
Lake Stewardship
Newsletter
Office
Postage
Regatta expenses
Rock marking
Website costs
Total Expense

$339
50
128
593
461
1,231
820
559
77
1,787
524
110
1,345
194
13
1,333
721
939
$11,226

Net Income (loss)

($886)

Balance Sheet
As of March 31, 2012

Peter White
Treasurer, BLCA

Assets
Bank Account
Accounts Receivable

$11,517

$11,517

Total Assets

Liabilities & Equities
Prepaid memberships

$120

Equity
Opening Balance March 31, 2011
Net Income
Ending Balance March 31, 2011
Total Liabilities & Equity
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2012 Pike Derby
Saturday June 16
Belmont Marina
www.blca.ca/derby
Belmont Lake has always been regarded
as an excellent fishery where anglers
could experience the excitement of some
of Ontario’s premiere sport fish.
Within the last fifteen years all species of
native game and bait fish have
experienced tremendous pressures due
to the introduction of Northern Pike.
Northern Pike are not indigenous to
Belmont Lake and surrounding bodies of
water. The Ministry of Natural Resources
is considering classifying Pike as an
invasive species within this region. The
goal of this tournament was to help
control the Northern Pike population
within Belmont Lake and raise funds for
future stocking programs and habitat
management.

Date: Saturday, June 16, 2012
Time: 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. (Anglers may weigh fish in at any point
throughout the day if they do not wish to fish for the full 7 hours)
Location: Belmont Lake Marina
Teams: Maximum 5 people per boat
Registration Fee: $50 per person or $100 for a two person team
Angler Field: Maximum of 40 teams
Tournament Payout: Based on percentage of cumulative registration
fees
1st Place – 20%
2nd Place – 15%
3rd Place – 10%
4th Place – 5%
5th Place – Sponsor prizes
Optional Big Fish Pool: All teams in the tournament have the option of
paying an extra $20 to be entered into the Big Fish side pool. The team
that catches the heaviest single fish throughout the day will win the cash
pool.
Registration Information and Inquiries:
Brandon van Asten – BLCA Director
blca@blca.ca (905) 576-5122 (705) 778-5290
Awards Ceremony:
Starting at approximately 3:30 p.m. prizes will be awarded to the top
teams. This will be a great opportunity to meet other cottagers and
anglers, as well as share a few fish tales about the day’s events.
The Pike Derby Flyer is available on our website at blca.ca

2011 Results:
1st) Brandon van Asten, Dave Aldorasi, Cameron MacKay
2nd) Andrew and Adam Ebisuzaki
3rd) Geoff George and Eon Lam
4th) Matt and Nicole Bean
5th) Chuck, Alex and Joe Hartling
6th) Jack Phillips
7th) Brad Adams and Family
8th) Doug and Glen Cottager
9th) Brian and Connor Cutler
10th) Tanner Haas and Ryan George
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What Do You Need on Your Boat?
This article is a simplified guide to what you need when you are out on Belmont Lake. For a comprehensive guide go
to:
http://www.tc.gc.ca/eng/marinesafety/debs-obs-equipment-size-menu-690.htm
or

obtain a copy of the free publication from Transport Canada “Safe Boating Guide”, publication TP 511 E (2011).
Copies of the Safe Boating guide will be available at the BLCA AGM in July.

Regardless of the type of craft, there is one universal requirement - one personal flotation device (PFD) or a lifejacket for
each person on board. Further, if the lifejacket or PFD is not being worn, it must be readily available for immediate use
and not in a storage compartment.
Human Powered Craft Operated in Daylight
Paddleboats, Watercycles and Sealed Hull,
Sit-On-Top Kayaks
•

•

if everyone on board is wearing a
lifejacket or PFD, the only other
requirement is a sound signaling device
(whistle or air horn).
if not wearing a lifejacket or PFD, you
will also need one buoyant heaving line
of not less than 15m in length and a
bailer.

Canoes, Kayaks, Rowboats and Rowing
Shells Under 6m (20 feet)
•
•
•

buoyant heaving line of not less than
15m in length
bailer
sound signaling device

Motorized Pleasure Craft
Anyone who operates a motorized pleasure craft must
now carry proof of competency on board. This includes
all types of motorized boats, no matter their size or
horsepower. The most common proof of competency is
the Pleasure Craft Operator Card. For younger
operators, proof of age must also be carried.
For all pleasure craft with a 10 horsepower or greater
motor there must be a copy of the Pleasure Craft
Licence issued by Transport Canada on board
(photocopy is permitted).
Personal Watercraft e.g. SeaDoo,
Waverunner, JetSki in Daylight
•
•

•

operator must be at least 16 years old
if everyone on board is wearing a
lifejacket or PFD, only a buoyant
heaving line of not less than 15m in
length, a sound-signaling device and
watertight flashlight are required.
if not wearing a life jacket or PFD, you
will also need:
o manual propelling device (paddle or oars), a bailer and a Class 5BC fire extinguisher

Power Boats up to 9m (29’6”)
•
a buoyant heaving line at least 15 m (49’3”) long
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•
•
•
•
•

a reboarding device if the vertical height that must be climbed to reboard the boat from the water is over
0.5 m (1’8”)
one manual propelling device OR an anchor and at least 15 m (49’3”) of cable, rope or chain in any
combination
a bailer or manual bilge pump, a watertight flashlight and a sound signalling device
navigation lights if the boat is operated after sunset or before sunrise
Class 5BC fire extinguisher

Sail Boats, Sailboards And Kite Boards
Sail Boats up to 9m (29’6”) With a Motor
•

same requirements as powered
vessels of the same size

Sail Boats up to 9m (29’6”) Without a Motor
•

same requirements as powered
vessels of the same size except a
fire extinguisher is not required

Sailboards And Kite Boards
•
•

•

lifejacket or PFD must NOT be
fitted with an automatic inflator
if wearing a lifejacket or PFD, the
only other requirement is a sound
signaling device (whistle or air
horn)
if not wearing a lifejacket or PFD,
you will also need one buoyant
heaving line of not less than 15m
in length, a manual propelling
device and a bailer.

Fines
Here is a list of some boating offences along with
the associated fines. This list is extracted from
Transport Canada’s Safe Boating Guide.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Operating vessel if you are under age $250
Failing to have proof of competency on board - $250
Failure to have the required Pleasure Craft Licence on board - $250
Operating a boat in a careless manner, without due care and attention for others - $350
Operating a vessel with safety equipment not in good working order or not readily accessible and available for
immediate use - $200
Operating human-powered pleasure craft without personal flotation devices or lifejackets of appropriate size for
each person on board - $200 (Plus $100 for each PFD or lifejacket missing.)
Operating a vessel to tow a person on water or in air without seating space on board for every person being
towed - $250
Operating a vessel to tow a person on water or in air without a person on board other than the operator keeping
watch on every person being towed - $250
Operating a vessel in a careless manner, without due care and attention or without reasonable consideration for
other persons - $350
Operating a vessel in an unsafe manner - $500
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You should also know that some boating offences can result in fines to both the operator of the boat and to the person
who allowed the operation of the boat. An example of this would be allowing someone under the age of 16 to operate
your PWC.
Fine amounts are subject to change from time to time. You can find a complete list of boating offences and fines under
the Contraventions Regulations by visiting www.boatingsafety.gc.ca.

Belmont Lake – Documenting the History of our Lake
As a member of the BLCA association; I have volunteered to write stories about the Belmont Lake
history; as many of the cottagers/families have been residents, either full or part-time both
summer and winter or extended families or visitors in the summer.
As the population changes; either by re-location, extended families purchasing cottages, new
owners etc; the question has surfaced as to the interesting history of our wonderful lake and the
long term residents that have amazing stories about the changes that have occurred over many
years.
As many of you know, many of the older cottages have been leveled, redesigned, re-built or could still be maintained in
their original state.
For this reason; I would appreciate your interest in providing history about your lake location, land, cottage or home.
Many of us are first, second, third and even fourth generation who travel, reside and/or vacation at Belmont Lake.
I am sure we all remember the hub of the lake…..being the “Roger’s
Store”, Barrry’s Ice Cream Parlor, the regatta’s which are still held
at the end of the Mile of Memories and the Cumming’s ski-hill and
lodges.
Who remembers the boat races held off Dillon point, with Ezra Stiles
bellowing through the mega-phone? the swimming races both past
and present at the beach…the swimming area at Blackie’s Beach
visited by many…the Deer River fish hatchery at the north end of
Belmont Lake and the “huge” fish that we all confirmed that we
caught at one time or another…..these are wonderful memories and
the history should be continued through many more generations.
It would be interesting to know when your land was purchased and from whom; interesting details about your lot, your
cottage/home, the builder and any information/change that should be maintained to preserve history about Belmont
Lake.
I myself with my parents have vacationed on Belmont Lake for over 70 years!!!
The first and hopefully one of many interesting stories will be printed in the next BLCA news letter in April 2012. Each
issue will hopefully provide (with your permission) a new story
related to our Belmont Lake history.
I would appreciate a letter, phone-call or any type of
communication that would assist me to write an interesting
story about Belmont Lake.
I may be reached by letter at 46 FR 32 RR#1 Havelock or email (dpeeling@nexicom.net) or by telephone 1-705-778-2874.
Thanking you in advance for your assistance with this new
project.
Donna Peeling (nee Sayers)
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Emergency Telephone
Numbers
Police / Ambulance / Fire:
Campbellford Memorial Hospital
Peterborough Civic Hospital
Poison Control
Health Telehelp Hotline
Hydro One (emergency)

911
705-653-1140
705-743-2121
1-800-268-9017
1-866-797-0000
1-800-434-1235

Emergency Information
911# __________ Fire Road ________________________
Havelock-Belmont-Methuen Township
Cottage Phone Number _____________________________
Home Phone Number ______________________________
Neighbour _______________________________________
Other Useful Telephone Numbers
Fire (non-emergency)
705-778-3183
Police (non-emergency)
1-888-310-1122
Belmont Lake Marina
705-778-2366
Boating Safety Hotline
1-800-267-6687
Crowe Valley Conservation Auth
613-472-3137
Crime Stoppers
1-800-222-8477
FOCA
705-749-3622
Havelock Community Police Officer
705-778-2787
HBM Township
705-778-2308
Toll Free
1-877-767-2795
Invading Species Hotline
1-800-563-7711
Library Cordova
705-778-2721
Havelock
705-778-2621
Peterborough Health Unit
705-743-1000
Medical Centre – Havelock
705-778-3361
Ministry of Natural Resources
705-755-2001
Ministry of Environment & Energy
705-755-4300
MNR “TIPS” Hotline
1-877-TIPS-MNR (847-7667)

Belmont Lake Cottagers’
Association
Board of Directors – 2011 / 2012
President – Brad Adams 705-778-5533
Vice President – Tamara Flynn 289-240-5514
Treasurer – Peter White 705-778-7936
Director – Greg Alexander 416-238-7700
Director – Larry Pick 705-778-1423
Director – Courtney Spalding
Director – Tamara Flynn 289-240-5514
Director – Brandon van Asten 905-576-5122
Director – Evan Meyers 705-778-1588
Director – Krista Laing

Email us at blca@blca.ca
Membership / Address Updates:
membership@blca.ca
Rock Markers: rockhead@blca.ca

Ontario Hydro “Outages” Website:
www.hydroone.com/stormcenter

Do you have some ideas for useful contact
information for this page? Email us at
blca@blca.ca and we’ll include it for 2013

The BLCA board makes use of email for more regular updates
to the Belmont Lake community.
Send an email to blca@blca.ca if you wish added to our
distribution. Please include your cottage 911 address if
applicable.
We are currently able to manage up to three email addresses
per cottage.
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Belmont Lake Cottagers' Association
2012 Summer Newsletter

Advertising Directory
Auto
#7 Auto Plaza
Blakey's Car Wash & Gas Bar
Deal Taxi
Havelock Truck & Auto Repair Ltd

Page
25
24
29
28

Boating
9
25
28

Belmont Lake Marina
Bonter Marine Inc
Upper Canada Marine

Building
Drummond Building & Reno Centre
Dunfords of Havelock
Havelock Home Hardware
Havelock Metal Products Inc
Havelock TIM-BR Mart
Interco Fabrications
Norwood Home Hardware
Van Alpen Construction

23
29
30
8
18
26
25
9

Clothing, Jewellery and Accessories

25
30
25

Amazing Dollar Store
Cluttered Treasures
Rabethge's Jewellery Ltd

Food & Drink
Bailey's Cafe
Campbellford Wine Shop
Dan McDirmid's Restaurant
Dooher's Bakery
Havelock Foodland
Pine Grove Meats
Ralph's Butcher Shop
Tim Horton's Coffee Shop

Furniture
Artistic Furniture Touch-up Repair
Bennett's Home Furnishings
Restwell Upholstery

25
6
26

Garden & Excavating
Andy Calder Excavating
Drain Bros. Excavating Limited
Gordon Munro
JenEric Property Management
Johnston Excavating & Concrete
Lawn Ranger
Matthews Excavating
Pup's Tree Service

29
25
10
28
20
22
15
26

Health & Wellness
Bypass the Bypass
Havelock Pharmacy Guardian

Computers & Internet
30
30

Computer Solutions "Plus"
Duane Maver

Page
24
26
28
4
10
25
29
27

26
28

Motels
Moonlight Motel

26

Entertainment
11
9
21

Havelock Country Jamboree
Marmora Country Jamboree
Redline Productions

Pet Supplies & Services
Becca's Pet Emporium

26

Real Estate
Financial & Legal Services
Investment House of Canada
Seon, Gutstadt, Lash LLP

27
29

Bowes & Cocks Ltd Brokerage
Remax Eastern Realty Inc
Remax Realty Peterborough

21
15
30

Please patronize our advertisers. Let them know you saw
their ad in the BLCA newsletter
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