Belmont Lake News
2021 Belmont Lake Cottagers’ Association Newsletter
!"#$%&'$("&)!)'!#*+,-&.#"/
Evan Meyers
We are excited that Early Membership Prizes will again be offered in 2021. Renew your $30 BLCA membership by Monday, July 5th, and you might just win something special.
This year we have four principal prizes provided by members’
businesses. Trans Canada Nissan will provide a complete car
detailing, Belmont Lake Getaway will provide two nights accommodation for two, and Pup’s Tree Service will supply two
$50 gift certificates for Havelock Foodland. Please check out
their ads in this newsletter.
In addition, individual members have been donating prizes.

So far, we have a new Hudson Bay blanket with mitts, a new
coffee-table book of Air Combat Paintings, original artwork
monoprint, an Estes Electron Beam Model Rocket (ages 8+
with supervision), and two retro loveseats with good bones that
can be re-covered in your favourite fabric. As you read this, you
may think of something to donate. Donated prizes could also
be used for other events at the lake this summer. If you have
something, please contact Evan Meyers at evanmey@gmail.
com.
After the draw, at 10AM on July 6th, I will send out a list of
the prizes and winners. The four major prizes will be awarded
in the order they were drawn. Winners of other prizes will have
their choice on a first come, first served basis.

2021 BLCA SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
Event

Date

Time

Location

More Information

Pike Tournament

Sat May 29

8:00 am

Belmont Lake Marina

Brandon Van Asten / 905-259-1514 /
brandon.vanasten@dcdsb.ca

The Belmont Expedition Opens Sat Jul 3

entries: blca@blca.ca

Val Marshall / 416-485-1616 / valerie.blca@gmail.com

Poet Laureate Contest Opens

Sat Jul 3

entries: blca@blca.ca

Val Marshall / 416-485-1616 / valerie.blca@gmail.com

Belmont Lake Fireworks

Sat Jul 3

10:00 pm South of Big Island

Katherine Deas / 705-778-5253 /
deaskatherine@gmail.com

Early Membership Closes

Mon Jul 5

11:59 pm Great Prizes Available!

www.blca.ca

Annual General Meeting

Wed Jul 14

7:00 pm

Virtual Meeting

Peter White / 705-778-7936 / pandkwhite@hotmail.com

Dock Concert - Al Lerman

Sat Jul 10

3:00 pm

Breckenridge Bay

Val Marshall / 416-485-1616 / valerie.blca@gmail.com

Sailboat Races

Sat Jul 31

2:00 pm

North of Big Island

John Brunt / 416-593-3925 / jbrunt@blaney.com

Parade of Lights

Sat Jul 31

9:30 pm

Meet NW of Big Island

Wendy Vuyk / 613-453-3501 / wen.vuyk@gmail.com

Poet Laureate Contest Closes

Wed Aug 11

11:59 pm entries: blca@blca.ca

Val Marshall / 416-485-1616 / valerie.blca@gmail.com

Regatta

CANCELLED

Dock Concert Mayhemingways

Sat Aug 14

3:00 pm

Breckenridge Bay

Val Marshall / 416-485-1616 / valerie.blca@gmail.com

Black Out

Sat Aug 14

9:00 pm

Around the Lake

www.blca.ca

The Belmont Expedition Closes Sun Aug 15

11:59 pm entries: blca@blca.ca

Val Marshall / 416-485-1616 / valerie.blca@gmail.com

Golf Tournament

CANCELLED

Volunteer Appreciation

TBD

TBD

FR14-126

Evan Meyers / 705-778-1588 / evanmey@gmail.com

Fall Hike

Sat Oct 2

9:00 am

TBD

Val Marshall / 416-485-1616 / valerie.blca@gmail.com

Note: Events could be modified or canceled in accordance with COVID-19 restrictions. Check social media, emails and signage for updates.
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That was one crazy year. And as we prepare this newsletter and schedule
events for 2021, there are still a lot of uncertainties. However, as you have
all had to do, we have rolled with the punches and adapted in order to
fulfil our mission – to help our members enjoy our wonderful lake.
Let me start by acknowledging what we were not able to do last year. We
had to cancel the Pike Tournament, the Regatta and the Golf Tournament, all of which are real favorites of our members. I am happy to report
that the Pike Tournament, in a pandemic-friendly format, is on for this
year. Sadly, the Regatta and Golf Tournament are cancelled. We could not
picture a way to hold the Regatta safely, and we were not able to secure a
facility for the Golf Tournament.
We are excited to add several new events this year; ones that fit pandemic
protocols and will help us build on our sense of community. Valerie Marshall has organized two Dock Concerts, where boats will anchor offshore
and be treated to a live concert. We will also be holding a Poet Laureate
competition and The Belmont Expedition. Read more about these exciting, groundbreaking events in the pages that follow.
We are also pleased to be able to contribute to the Belmont Lake Fireworks as we have in past years, a highlight of the Canada Day Celebrations. The Sailboat Race is on, as are the Parade of Lights and the Fall
Hike. Read about all these 2021 plans and reports of 2020 happenings in
this newsletter.
Our 2020 Annual General Meeting (AGM) was held via Zoom. FOCA
helped us make this videoconference happen on-line for the first time.
It was a real success, and we wrapped it up in just over an hour. At the
meeting we reluctantly accepted the resignations of Brian Deas and Fred
Bennett from the board of directors. They have made enormous contributions to the BLCA over many years. We thank them for their efforts,
and look forward to their active participation in the many social events in
the future. Fortunately, Fred has agreed to remain as quadrant leader for
southwest quadrant road reps. At the AGM, we had the pleasure to elect
new board members: Valerie Marshall as treasurer, John Dixon as newsletter editor and Erin Dixon for newsletter layout. We welcome these new
board members, and thank those members who agreed to remain on the
board. As you can see from our schedule of events, we will continue with
a Zoom AGM again this year. Please join us.
The year was relatively quiet in terms of key issues that will affect our
members. Cottage prices have skyrocketed as many people have chosen
to avoid their commute and work from the lake. Gypsy Moths are a real
worry, and likely will be a threat this year as well. We hope the few days of
extreme cold that we experienced this winter will kill many of the moth
egg clusters. Read more about these issues and other interesting topics in
articles that follow.
Hydro One is being required to eliminate the seasonal rate class. You
likely received a letter from them explaining the proposed rate class for
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allow her to continue with this work. We are very appreciative
of their efforts, and wish Brenda a speedy recovery.

your property – if you did not receive such a notification, get in
touch with them so you understand where you stand. From the
feedback that I have received from Belmont cottagers, it seems
we will be moving to Residential Medium Density (R1) class,
which will result in very little change to our billings. However,
if a property is moved to Residential Low Density (R2) class,
the billing could double over a multi-year phase-in period.

When you are looking to buy something, are in need of a service, or are interested in some local entertainment, please use
our newsletter to help find the right provider. And when you
do patronize one of our advertisers, let them know you found
them through our newsletter.

You may also have heard about a Peterborough County discussion concerning a Waste-to-Energy Facility that could be
housed on the Drain Brothers site east of Havelock. I spoke
with Mayor Martin about this situation. He was very surprised
that this was being put on the agenda for a County Council
meeting since he had not been made aware of it before the
meeting. In short, this is a very preliminary idea that will need
much more discussion before it moves ahead. Mayor Martin
noted that the earliest this could be brought to fruition was
2030, and there will be lots of opportunity for tax-payer feedback along the way.

We welcome any members who would like to get involved with
the association. You will find that the time you put in is very
rewarding. Just get in touch with any board member if you
would like to join this spirited team.
I hope that by the end of summer, life will be much closer to
normal. In the meantime, enjoy all that Belmont Lake has to
offer, safely and with consideration of others.

I would like to thank all of our volunteers who contribute their
time to make our lake experience so much richer. Each year
Evan and Mary Ellen Meyers host a volunteer appreciation
gathering at their cottage. Last year we had to modify the gathering to have everyone bring their own beverage and snack, and
we formed what Evan refers to as a “circle of love”, with appropriate physical distancing, but close enough that we could get
a brief report from each volunteer. We plan to do something
similar again this year to thank our volunteers.
Brenda Tonn and Chris Lincoln have handled the newsletter
publishing and advertising on our behalf over the last five years.
Sadly, Chris passed away last year, and Brenda’s health did not

2020-21 BLCA BOARD OF DIRECTORS LISTING
Title

Name

Phone

Email

Responsibilities

President

Peter White

705-778-7936

pandkwhite@hotmail.com

Coordination, HBMLA, CVCA

Secretary

Greg Alexander

416-238-7700

greg.alexander@sidonia.com Regatta, Website, Email Blasts, CVCA, Rock Marking

Treasurer

Val Marshall

416-485-1616

valerie.blca@gmail.com

Financial Records, Membership

Director

Katherine Deas

705-778-5253

deaskatherine@gmail.com

Regatta, Fireworks, Social Media, Clothing, FOCA Conferences

Director

Erin Dixon

416-885-4713

erin@3dform.ca

Signage, Clothing, Newsletter

Director

John Dixon

613-484-7404

john.dixon@queensu.ca

Newsletter

Director

Evan Meyers

705-778-1588

evanmey@gmail.com

Road Reps, Calendars

Director

Donna Peeling

705-778-2874

dpeeling@nexicom.net

Water Testing, Lake History

Director

Wendy Vuyk

613-453-3501

wen.vuyk@gmail.com

Water Testing, Parade of Lights
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Fred Bennett

For Year End March 31, 2021

I am pleased to present the financial statements for the fiscal
year ending March 31, 2021.
My report in last year’s newsletter was written pre-COVID-19.
It said, in part, that we were trying to operate with a small deficit because of our accumulated surplus.
Although the deficit is more than we had planned, we are still
in a strong financial position.
In spite of the impact of COVID-19 on such high-profile
events as the Pike Tournament, Regatta and Golf Tournament,
most of our major expenses continued at pre-pandemic levels.
Fireworks, insurance, FOCA fees and rock marking comprised
a majority of our costs. Normally the newsletter advertising
covers the cost of design and production as well as a small profit. In 2020-21 we absorbed the cost of producing the online
version without the offsetting income from advertising.
Further, we incurred an 11% drop in memberships with a corresponding drop in membership income.
In prior years most members paid by cash or cheque with the
percentage paying by e-transfer creeping up year by year. That
changed this past year. E-transfers went from 24% of memberships in 2019 to 84% in 2020. Cheques remained at 16% and
it is no surprise that there were only a couple of cash payments,
in contrast to 60% of the total the previous year.
In addition to the BLCA Treasurer’s normal bookkeeping functions, the position is also responsible for maintaining a database of all properties on the lake and associated waterways.
It would be very helpful if you could let us know if there has
been a change to your contact information, especially your
email address. Please send changes to membership@blca.ca.

Revenue
Membership Dues
Calendars
Advertising
Pike Tournament
Regatta
Government Grants
Clothing Sales
Interest
Total Revenue

$10,140
$0
$0
$0
$0
$0
$40
$0
$10,180

Expense
Accounting & Audit
AGM Expenses
Bank Charges
Calendars
Clothing
Fireworks
Pike Tournament
FOCA Fees
Golf Tournament
Insurance
Lake Stewardship
Newsletter
Office
Promotions
Postage
Regatta
Rock Marking
Volunteer Appreciation
Website

$0
$0
$238
$0
$0
$1,500
$0
$1,329
$0
$2,108
$520
$3,955
$130
$81
$247
$0
$1,402
$0
$84

Total Expense

$11,595

Net Income (loss)

($1,415)
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This is my last report as Treasurer. I have enjoyed the role and
my term on the BLCA Board.

As of March 31, 2021

Val Marshall is the new Treasurer – she will be well into the job
by the time you read this.

Bank Account
Investments - GICs

Assets

Total Assets

$11,310
$5,538
$16,848

Liabilities & Equity
Equity
Opening Balance
Net Income (loss)
Ending Balance
Total Liabilities & Equity
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$18,263
($1,415)
$16,848
$16,848
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Katherine Deas

Uta Peikert

This year has really accelerated our need to live in the virtual
world! We all have had to adapt to a lot of changes: many people have had to work and attend school from home, and have
had to shop and pay bills online while many businesses have
been closed. One of the positives of being online is instant connection with others and being able to share information with a
large number of people at once. And speaking of large groups,
our BLCA Facebook page has 744 followers so far in 2021 and
hundreds of you view each of our posts!

We invite you to share your photos with us. You can now submit photos any time of year at your convenience to photos@
blca.ca. This gallery will be reviewed for the annual calendar
(with credit) and for our social media, website and newsletter.

We are happy to announce that our Facebook page settings
have changed and visitor posts will now be included on our
main page with BLCA posts so we can hopefully foster a more
inclusive and engaging atmosphere for everyone.
Our website, www.blca.ca, is an updated resource for information on events, membership, board documents, current and
past newsletters, and email blasts. Please contact membership@
blca.ca to add or update your email address in our directory.
We have a beautiful collection of photos on our Instagram account @belmontlake_blca and you can follow us on Twitter @
BelmontLakeBLCA
Don’t forget to look at BLCA signage for reminders of all Association events. The main sign is at the NE corner of Hwy 48
and HBM 6th Line, and smaller ones are displayed at the start
of many fire roads.
Feel free to post your thoughts, questions, photos and videos
to our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/BelmontBLCA as
we always love to hear from you! And follow us on Facebook to
stay updated on upcoming events. So, thank you Belmont Lakers for staying engaged with us even though we have not been
able to see everyone in traditional ways. And see you online!

'$("&($51+,03
Katherine Deas
We love to see everyone wearing our awesome BLCA t-shirts!
Since so many of our social events were cancelled last year, we
were unable to offer our BLCA clothing to you. As soon as
we are able to see each other again we would like to have even
better options to offer, so we are asking for your feedback and
recommendations on upgraded BLCA gear. Please email blca@
blca.ca or contact us on facebook.com/BelmontBLCA with
suggestions for potential clothing companies and what types
of items you are interested in (e.g., polo shirts? sweatshirts?
others?). Thank you as always for your input and we are excited
to hear from you!

The criteria used in selecting photos for the calendar are: interesting subject, uniqueness, appropriate subject matter (native
plants and animals, not pets or close-ups of people), promotion
of healthy lakefront living, and composition. We aim to select
a different variety of subject matter every year. The calendar
strives for excellence in photography.
For the calendar in particular, photos need to be in landscape
orientation (wide, not tall) and the jpeg file size needs to be
at least 1MB, preferably larger. We receive many beautiful
well-composed photos that are 300-500KB (1000KB = 1MB).
These do not provide enough sharpness when enlarged to 8
½” x 11”. Smaller photo files, in either portrait or landscape
orientation, may be usable in the other media (social media,
website and newsletter), bearing in mind that sharp focus is
essential. If you have an option, send photos as larger rather
than smaller files.
Many people use their smartphones to take pictures. I do as
well. Some of the older models take small images. Many of the
newer models rival digital cameras. There are two easy ways to
find out how large your picture files are: 1. Google your phone
model specifications, e.g., “iphone 6 specs”, and it should tell
you how many megapixels your camera is. Anything less than
4MP may not be sufficient for the calendar but will still be
good for other applications. 2. You can email one photo to
yourself and when you open the email on a computer it should
tell you the size of the jpeg file.
When you send photos by email, please send them as attachments. Click on the paper clip icon. Don’t just drag the image
into the email.
When you are out and about and capture that amazing photo, email it to photos@blca.ca. Then you won’t have to search
through all your files in February.
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Date: Saturday, May 29, 2021
Time: 8:00 am - 3:00 pm
Anglers may weigh fish in at any point throughout the day if
they do not wish to fish for the full 7 hours.
Location: Belmont Lake Marina
Teams: Max. 5 people/team/boat
Registration Fee: $100 per boat
Angler Field: Maximum of 40 teams
Tournament Payout: Based on percentage of cumulative
registration fees 1st Place
20%
2nd Place
15%
3rd Place
10%
4th Place
5%
5th Place
Sponsor prizes
Optional Big Fish Pool: All teams in the tournament have
the option of paying an extra $20 to be entered into the Big
Fish side pool. The team that catches the heaviest single fish
throughout the day will win the cash pool.

#4$!*&8&#!34$"1,50*
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Brandon Van Asten

905-259-1514
brandon.vanasten@dcdsb.ca
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Belmont Lake has always been regarded as an excellent fishery where anglers could experience the excitement of some
of Ontario’s premiere sport fish. Within the last fifteen years
all species of native game and bait fish have experienced tremendous pressures due to the introduction of Northern Pike.
Northern Pike are not indigenous to Belmont Lake and surrounding bodies of water. The Ministry of Natural Resources
is even considering classifying Pike as an invasive species within
this region. The goal of this tournament is to help control
the Northern Pike population within Belmont Lake and raise
funds for future stocking programs and habitat management.

"/"#.*&(!#!)50%
Starting at approximately 3:30 pm prizes will be awarded to
the top teams. This will be a great opportunity to meet other
cottagers and anglers as well as share a few fish tales from the
day’s events.

1. Participants must comply with all current, applicable
COVID-19 public-health restrictions.
Canadian Coldblood Fishing
2. A team may have a maximum of 5 anglers, one of which must be 18 years of age.
Charters
3. All participants must have a valid fishing license, per government regulations.
Experienced guide for bass,
4. Boats may be subjected to inspection prior to the start time.
muskie, pike, walleye and panfish
5. Boats will be dispatched from the Marina in 15 second intervals according to team
905-259-1514
number. Team numbers will be issued based on the order of registration.
brandon.vanasten@dcdsb.ca
6. Anglers are permitted to use artificial and live bait.
7. Respect must be given to residents of Belmont Lake. Anglers may not fish within 30m
Marion’s Live Bait & Tackle
of any swimmers and any posted speed limits must be obeyed. Anglers must operate waHavelock, ON
tercraft as indicated in the Competency of Operators of Pleasure Craft Regulations of the
705-778-2860
Canada Shipping Act (Qualified through the Pleasure Craft Operators Card).
100 meters south of the stop lights.
8. Live wells and other containers are recommended to hold fish for weigh-in.
Retail & Wholesale, Minnows,
9. Only pike may be weighed in. Any other species caught must be released immediately.
Worms,
Musky Bait & Leeches
10. A maximum of 3 pike are allowed for weigh in per team.
11. Scoring will be based on the total weight of all 3 fish.
Campbell’s
12. In the case of a tie, the team with the heaviest single fish will win.
Belmont
Lake Marina
13. At least one team member must be present to collect any prizes awarded.
RR#1 Comp 15, Site 1,
14. Anglers may be disqualified for violation of any of the above rules.
Havelock, ON
K0L 1Z0
705-778-2366
Boat Rental, Tune-ups, Parts &
Repairs, Gas, Excellent service
Repairs, Storage & Slips, Launch,
Videos, Groceries & Ice, Laundry,
Gas, Bait & Tackle
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Val Marshall

Val Marshall

2021 may be remembered as the year of the Poet Laureate,
among other things.

The Belmont Expedition is a new BLCA activity for 2021 that
aims to get cottagers out and exploring beyond their usual
boundaries while remaining safely socially distanced.

This competition is open to all BLCA member families.
There will be 2 categories: a) Adult, and b) Under 18 years.
Submitted poems must be the entrant’s original unpublished
work. The poem’s topic, length, style, etc., are open.
Entries will be judged anonymously. The entrant’s name, contact details, category, and age if under 18, must appear on the
submission e-mail but not on the entry. We suggest that the
poem be sent as an attachment.
Submissions are to be sent by email to blca@blca.ca by August
11, 2021. Please put “Poetry Contest” in the subject line.
Winners will be officially notified by email and/or phone at the
end of August, and the winning entries will be published in the
2022 BLCA Newsletter.

It will be a fun, non-competitive event that will involve participants travelling by boat or car to well-known, interesting and
quirky locations on and around the lake.
Full details will be available by June 30th in the registration
package on the BLCA website (www.blca.ca). Participation is
open to all BLCA member families and is intended for all ages.
The Expedition can be done at whatever pace you like. You will
have until August 15th to submit your completed Expedition
Log. We will attempt to have awards and participation mementos to people on Labour Day weekend.
It's time to get out there and have some fun this summer. Let’s
all learn more about interesting places around our lake.

Prizes have yet to be determined.
If you would like to apply to be a judge for the competition,
please contact any BLCA Board Member.

9,#!/5#7*&50&="0.&"#540.>&'!$)501&$"7!
Katherine Deas
We were fortunate that we were able to enjoy our spectacular
Canada Day fireworks display on the lake last summer, as we
were socially distanced in boats. The event is held every year
and we meet South of Big Island at 10pm. The dedicated team
putting this together for us includes Bryon Backus, Bob Prins,
Johnny Tsalcos, Chad Acorn, Todd Taylor and Jeff Keating.
And special thanks are extended as usual to the Belmont Lake
Marina for supplying the barge from which the pyrotechnics
are launched.
We hope to see you at the next Belmont Lake fireworks display
on Saturday, July 3rd, 2021.
The Township of Havelock-Belmont-Methuen is responsible
for determining when the Canada Day fireworks displays in
Havelock and Cordova Mines are scheduled and, as of this
writing, the dates are yet to be determined. As soon as we have
more information, we will share it with you through email and
social media.
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John Brunt
Cameron Smith and I ran the sailboat race in 2020. We had
six boats come out for Saturday, August 1, and the course was
set but the wind did not co-operate and the entire lake was like
glass. In the end, the race was called off, and, as is often the
case, about 15 minutes after we cancelled and everyone headed
home, the wind came up.
The rescheduled day was Sunday, August 2 (given that there
was no Regatta in 2020), but the weather was awful so it was
bumped yet one more day to Monday, August 3. Three Lasers
came out on that day, with the other boats electing not to return.
The wind was very light again, but after about a 40-minute
delay, we started a race. We had a committee boat to run the
race and set marks based on the wind direction. Shortly after
the start the wind shifted, which made the race a bit of a parade
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with not many passing lanes. After 4 legs we drifted across the
finish relatively close together. The finishing order was 1 – John
Brunt, 2 – Cameron Smith, and 3 – Owen Ronson.
For 2020 the course was moved from its previous location
south of Big Island to north of Big Island with the intention
that boats could return to the Brunt/Krupa cottage afterwards
for the traditional after-sailing beers and snacks. However, with
COVID precautions still in place that gathering did not occur.
This summer, we plan to host the event north of Big Island
again, and hopefully more people will be able to join in. We
have circulated an email to all the regular competitors but
anyone who is interested in joining can send me an email at
jbrunt@blaney.com and I will get you on the list for the event
on Saturday, July 31, 2021 at 2:00 pm. In case of adverse
weather conditions, the race may be rescheduled to Sunday,
August 1.

.5(7&(50(!#1*&;&0!/<
Val Marshall
With COVID-19 causing cancellation of several of our usual
beloved events again this year, BLCA is thinking outside the
box. We are pleased to present two live music concerts.

ou” was released in 2019. It remained in the Top Ten Canadian
Album Chart for over six months, and ranked #4 in Canada on the annual Roots Music’s Radio Top Blues Recordings
for 2019. His albums are available for download or as CD at
the website www.allermanmusic.com where you can also hear
sound clips of his music and Podcasts.

The concerts will take place at a sheltered location on the west
shore of Breckenridge Bay.
They will be socially distanced events, with attendees listening
from the water in motorboats, kayaks, canoes (even noodles!),
and from neighbouring docks.
All boats will be set back from the performers, spaced apart
a required distance, and anchored with the smaller boats in
front.
Registration will be required (closer to the events) because we
need to know your boat type and number of people so that we
can manage boat placement. Registrants will receive notification of any last minute changes in schedule or location. Register by e-mail to valerie.blca@gmail.com for Al Lerman between June 24th - July 8th, and for Mayhemingways between
July 29th - Aug 12th.
CD sales for each of the performers will be available from Ron
Marshall, by appointment, during the 2 weeks following the
respective concert. To contact Ron, please send an email to:
valerie.blca@gmail.com.
Al Lerman - Saturday July 10 @ 3:00 pm
Al is well known in the Havelock music community since he
moved to the area over 10 years ago. Like most of us, he was
drawn to the area for its natural beauty and lifestyle.
Living on the Crowe River also inspires his wife, award-winning
painter Dania Madera-Lerman. Dania has been the subject of
several televised documentaries and she continues to exhibit
in numerous galleries and sell locally at the Ranch Restaurant.

Mayhemingways - Saturday August 14 @ 3:00 pm
Mayhemingways are an eclectic alternative folk duo from Peterborough. Their original music drifts from Celtic and Cajun
influences to Folk and Rock. Benj Rowland is the lead vocalist
and plays a mixed bag of instruments like banjo, mandolin,
accordion and acoustic guitar. Josh Fewings anchors the tunes
on the drums and elevates the melody with harmony vocals.
The pair have toured across Canada numerous times, most recently with Joel and Bill Plaskett in 2017. In 2019 they performed to a large crowd at the Peterborough Folk Festival. This
will not be their first show in Havelock; they played at the
Havelock Old Stone Hall Sessions in early 2020.
Music is available for listening and download at the website:
www.mayhemingways.wordpress.com

Al is a veteran blues/roots musician with a highly personal
style, able to move seamlessly through multiple styles of blues
music. With a great knowledge of the blues tradition on both
harmonica and guitar, he brings that sensibility to songs that he
writes about his own life and times.
Al was founder and leader of the much-loved band FATHEAD, and worked with them from 1992-2016, winning two
JUNO AWARDS. He has also recently garnered Maple Blues
Award nominations for “Acoustic Act of The Year” in 2016 and
“Harmonica Player of the Year” in 2019. In 2017, he received
a Recognition Award for “Leadership in Arts & Culture” from
the County of Peterborough. His latest album “Northern Bay2021 Belmont Lake Cottagers’ Association Newsletter - 9
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Wendy Vuyk

Uta Peikert

We were fortunate to have another evening of nice weather for
the 2020 Parade of Lights. We had a great turnout with some
very creative light displays. Once again, we extend sincere
thanks to Richard Wood and his crew, who guided us around
the lake at a wonderful pace that both the participating boaters
and onlookers from the shore enjoyed. The hoots and hollers
from cottagers on their docks is very encouraging! There was
a prize for the best decorated boat. Congratulations to Claude
Gough and his granddaughter from String Island. We hope
you enjoyed your prize of a delicious meal at Woody Burger!

What a spectacular day it was for a walk at the Seymour Conservation Area! The morning of 26 September 2020 started out
quite foggy, so a bit challenging for those driving across the
water and on the roads.

The 2021 Parade of Lights will get underway on Saturday, July
31 at 9:30pm. We would like to remind everyone to stay safe
by following the lead boat carefully and staying in formation.
As usual, we will set out from the northwest end of Big Island.
Come join us – it really is a fun event. Solar lights or LED
lights connected to an inverter are quite simple to set up. Feel
free to contact Richard at richard@woodyburger.com or 705772-5420 with any questions. The prize will once again be a
$50 gift certificate from Woody Burger.

Most had arrived by 9:00 a.m. and were hanging around in
case others showed up. While we were waiting, some of us
went to check out the quarry since it was only a short jaunt. It
was so beautiful and peaceful. We met a group of young men,
“Weekend Warriors”, who had walked along the gravelly path
barefoot and swum in the quarry. Apparently the water was
cold but refreshing.
By 9:30 we began our trek to the upper loop trail. At first there
were open grasslands with some cedars, junipers and oaks. It is
an oak savannah alvar with limestone base. Dew-laden spider
webs on the grasses sparkled like jewels.
As we continued along the trail, we discovered white oak, red
oak and bur oak trees, all majestic in stature. We saw a lot of
poison ivy in all the spectacular fall colours: reds, golds and various shades of green. Surprisingly, we also saw dog-strangling
vine in a couple of places. In the hydro corridor we chanced
upon the majestic brilliant red of the sugar maple.
We were surprised that we didn’t see squirrels and chipmunks
gathering the acorns, but then, we didn’t see many acorns either. We did see a big brown toad and a garter snake. Thankfully, we didn’t see any bears.
When we got back to the parking lot, we said our good-byes
and went our separate ways.
The 2021 edition of the Fall Hike is scheduled to take place
on Saturday, October 2. The location will be confirmed closer
to the date. Please keep an eye on BLCA emails, social media
pages and fire road signs.
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Wendy Vuyk
Our water quality is stable and we are fortunate that our lake
is in very good health. Thank you to everyone whose efforts to
treat the lake well are paying off. The COVID-19 pandemic
created some barriers to testing in 2020, but we managed to
take samples once, in September. Special thanks are extended to Aiden Wood for his assistance in gathering the samples.
Caduceon Laboratories performed the testing at their site in
Kingston, Ontario.
The table below shows the late summer/early fall samples for
2017, 2018, 2019 and 2020. Overall, the lake water is in
good shape and has generally improved over the period. The
one sample locality that had shown higher bacterial numbers,
Deer River, has improved dramatically. It should be noted that
bacteria readings can be expected to be higher in mid-summer
(when the temperature and the local human population are
higher) compared to the fall.
Total Coliform refers to bacteria found in the environment
that come from several sources including soil, surface water,
human and animal waste, and the breakdown of plants. Total
Coliform counts should be under 1000 cfu/100mL. Higher
levels would indicate that the lake is not pristine. Results are
generally higher in swampy areas.
E. coli are bacteria found in the waste of animals and humans.
A count of 100 or more would result in a public beach closure,
so our results look good. E. coli cannot independently grow or
reproduce in the environment, so this is a useful indicator of
Sample Location

Total Coliform [cfu/100ml]

how we are treating the lake. Aside from wildlife in their natural habitat, sources are likely to be ineffective septic systems
and agricultural runoff. It is especially encouraging to see several sites with zero e. coli.
Phosphorus is a necessary nutrient in order for plants and algae
to grow in lakes. Too much phosphorus can cause weeds and
algae to grow to nuisance levels and could potentially change
the fish species in the lake. Concentrations under 20 micrograms/litre are good. Phosphorus is present naturally in the
lake from decaying plants and eroding rocks. Human activity
adds phosphorus as a result of the use of detergents, fertilizer,
manure and deficient septic systems.
Overall, these results are particularly impressive as we can assume that there are a greater number of people living on the
lake year round. Hopefully, improved septic systems are replacing some of the old, and sometimes improvised, systems that
were in place in many of our older cottages. Thanks again to
everyone for keeping the lake’s health in mind!
More detailed data from previous years can be found in back
issues of the BLCA Newsletter that are archived on the BLCA
website (www.blca.ca).
Ontario’s Lake Partner Program is the provincial volunteer-based water-quality-monitoring program offered by the
Ministry of Environment and Climate Change. Follow this
link to their website if you would like to access the historical
Lake Partner Program data directly:
www.desc.ca/programs/lpp

E coli [cfu/100ml]

Phosphorus [ug/L]

Sept
2017

Oct
2018

Sept
2019

Sept
2020

Sept
2017

Oct
2018

Sept
2019

Sept
2020

Sept
2017

Oct
2018

Sept
2019

Sept
2020

North River

12

5

7

5

1

0

1

0

12

10

4

7

Deer River

62

8

14

7

39

3

0

0

13

10

8

8

South End

0

7

1

14

0

1

0

1

11

11

5

9

Crowe River

6

1

4

4

0

0

0

0

10

12

8

7

North End Big Island

4

3

2

3

0

1

0

3

5

12

7

7

16.8

4.8

5.6

6.6

8

1

0.2

0.8

10.2

11

6.4

7.6

Sample Averages

Late Summer / Early Fall Water Quality Sample Readings.
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Beverly Meyers
The following is drawn largely from the Phragmites Fact Sheet
(www.ontario.ca/page/phragmites-fact-sheet).
Phragmites australis, a tall, perennial grass, is an invasive plant
that is causing damage to Ontario’s biodiversity, wetlands, and
beaches. Until recently, invasive Phragmites was sold as an ornamental plant in Ontario. It is now regulated in Ontario as
a restricted invasive species, and it is illegal to provide for sale.
Invasive Phragmites spreads quickly and out-competes native
species for water and nutrients. It releases a toxin from its roots
into the soil that can impede the growth of native plants and
can kill them.

tive to North America; it is smaller than and looks similar to
the invasive species but has none of its negative impacts.”
Other Resources
The following websites give detailed descriptions and photographs of invasive Phragmites, information on its troublesome
characteristics, and recommended control methods:
www.ontarioinvasiveplants.ca
www.invadingspecies.com
www.ontario.ca/invasivespecies
www.ONNATUREMAGAZINE.COM
www.plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=PHAU7

Invasive Phragmites grows in dense stands which crowd out native vegetation, resulting in decreased plant biodiversity. These
dense stands provide poor habitat and food supplies for wildlife. It prefers areas of standing water (e.g., marshes, roadside
ditches) but because of its extremely long roots it can survive
in relatively dry areas.
Stands of Invasive Phragmites are composed of a high percentage of dead stems, which are dry and combustible, increasing
the risk of fire.
Identifying Invasive Phragmites
Invasive Phragmites can grow up to 5 m tall (15 feet – see
photograph). It has stems that are tan or beige in colour, bluegreen leaves, and large, dense seed heads. In contrast, native
Phragmites does not grow as tall or as densely as the invasive
plant, does not out-compete other native plants, and has reddish-brown stems, yellow-green leaves, and sparser seed heads.
As an example, there is an extensive stand of invasive Phragmites along both sides of Hwy 7 just west of Havelock.
What Can I Do?
Learn how to identify invasive Phragmites and how to avoid
accidentally spreading it through its root fragments and seeds.
Do not compost it, as both seeds and rhizomes can survive
and grow in compost. Take a photo and submit it to www.
eddmaps.org/Ontario (Early Detection and Distribution Mapping System). Remove it early. Dig it up with a shovel; try to
remove the entire root system.
In “Killer Weed” (Winter 2017 issue of ON Nature Magazine
(www.onnaturemagazine.com - search “Phragmites”)), Brad
Badelt wrote, “The biggest challenge with phragmites may be
this: It is everywhere, yet most people do not even know what
it is. Adding to the confusion, one species of phragmites is na-
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Photo Source: https://files.ontario.ca/158-2-1en-fig2.jpg
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Peter White
Gypsy Moths affected some areas of the lake much more than
others last year. We don’t know how intense the infestation will
be this year, but we are concerned that it will be worse.

Looking For More Information?
The following links can be used to get a lot more information, including pictures of egg masses, caterpillars, pupae and
moths: www.foca.on.ca/invasive-species/
www.datcp.wi.gov/Pages/GypsyMoth.aspx

Here is the key information about their life cycle, and what you
can do to help reduce their impact in 2021:
August to April:
A very cold winter with temperatures below -20C will kill some
eggs. Those egg masses below the snow line will be protected.
Egg masses can be spread by moving wood, trailers or anything
that moves.
Action: Scrape egg masses into soapy water and keep them
there for 48 hours. Any eggs that fall to the ground will be
below the snow line, so will survive and hatch in the spring.
Late April to Late July:
Eggs hatch and caterpillars emerge and begin eating. They prefer oaks, but will eat maples (not red maples acer rubrum),
white pine, jack pine or many other species if numbers are
large. The caterpillars start small and proceed to molt 5 times
to become relatively large eating machines.
Action: Block the path of the caterpillars at the tree trunk about
at eye level using a sticky compound like Tanglefoot or by tying
burlap at that level. Each day you must remove the caterpillars
from the burlap and drown or squash them. Note that for large
areas, aerial spraying may be a solution, but this would have to
be arranged locally with your neighbours before proceeding.
Cottage associations do not have the legal authority to bind
members, so spraying on a lake-wide basis is not feasible.
Late June to August:
Caterpillars pupate.
Action: If you can find them, crush them
Mid July to August:
Moths hatch from pupae, mate, and lay eggs (average of 600
eggs per egg mass). Note that it is estimated that over 50% of
egg masses are higher than 10 metres above ground. During
this time pheromone traps may be used, but some authorities
believe they do not have a significant impact on overall numbers.
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Evan Meyers
The night sky at Belmont is special. However, we are not immune to light pollution, which is increasing every year. Light
pollution is the inappropriate or excessive use of artificial light.
It can have serious environmental consequences for humans,
wildlife, and our climate.
Components of light pollution include:
Glare: excessive brightness that causes visual discomfort
Skyglow: brightening of the night sky over inhabited areas
Light Trespass: light falling where it is not intended or needed
Clutter: bright, confusing, and excessive groupings of lights
Light pollution can come from both indoor and outdoor
lighting. According to Dark Skies International, much outdoor lighting used at night is inefficient, overly bright, poorly
targeted, improperly shielded, and in many cases, completely
unnecessary. This light, and the electricity used to create it, is
being wasted by spilling it into the sky, rather than focusing it
on to the actual objects and areas that people want illuminated.
LED technology is rapidly advancing. We can be forgiven for
not fully understanding it, and unwittingly installing inappropriate lighting.
LED watts are much brighter than incandescent watts. A
4-watt LED bulb is equal to a 25-watt incandescent, a 6W
LED=40W incand, an 8W LED=60W incand, and a 20W
LED equals a 100W incandescent bulb in brightness. It is

Adapted from: www.darksky.org
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amazing how far light travels and how many cottages it affects,
especially across the water. Amber solar lights are less distracting than soft white. Avoid bright white because of the uncomfortable glare.
LED string lights are becoming popular, yet they break all the
rules of good lighting. If you have string lights, please consider dimming them and only have them on when needed. One
advantage of most solar lights is that they run out of charge
before midnight, but low-voltage lights stay on all night. It is
best if low-voltage lights can be set to turn off each evening.
Your neighbours will applaud your thoughtfulness.
If you are not sure whether you are contributing to light pollution or sending glare into your fellow cottager’s eyes, simply
go outside, perhaps on your dock or in a boat, and look back.
You will see what others see. Are your eyes drawn to the light
source, to your landscaping, or the night sky? Does it hurt your
eyes? Is the light going where you need it for safety? Does it
look appealing, or cluttered? Is there excess light coming from
inside the cottage?
Good light fixtures and thoughtful usage will enhance our enjoyment of the night. If you rent your cottage, leave directions
for renters to use the light switch for your outdoor lights.
If you wish to learn more about this topic, please go to the Dark
Skies International website www.darksky.org. Also, consider
using a good old-fashioned flashlight. Do not forget about our
special Belmont Black Out, Saturday, August 14th at 9PM.
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Mary Ellen Meyers
We all enjoy our happy days of cottage life on Belmont Lake
in our own ways. For many it is reading quietly by the lake,
spending time with family and friends, enjoying a beautiful
sunset, and watching the birds and animals that share the lake
with us. A deer standing peacefully by the lake in the gentle
light of sunrise brings a certain joy to the soul of most!

For me, returning my body to the earth, where wildflowers and
native trees grow, seems like the perfect ending to my story.
Nature has fed my soul all my life!
If you support the idea of developing a hybrid natural burial
ground in Havelock-Belmont-Methuen, please send an email
to maryellenmeyers14@gmail.com or call 705-872-1293. Positive public interest may help move this process forward in our
community.

Whatever our preference during our precious days at Belmont
Lake, we value the natural beauty of our surroundings. However, having reached a “certain age,” many of us are more aware
that we will not always be here to enjoy these days. In keeping
with a love of nature and open green spaces, some people are
now considering a natural final resting place. Natural burial,
green burial, “going down green” – these are all ways to express
a new, but really a very old, idea for caring for our bodies after death. For many people, due to the much smaller environmental impact, green burial is the natural choice. There is no
air pollution like that caused by the cremation process. I was
surprised to learn that approximately 400 kilograms of carbon
dioxide are released into the atmosphere during each cremation. There are no hardwood caskets, granite monuments or
concrete vaults. Instead, a biodegradable shroud or casket is
used, since everything must return to the earth. The body is
placed in a grave in a meadow-like setting where wildflower
seeds can be scattered or perhaps a tree planted as part of the
funeral. A natural communal marker is used to honour those
buried there. Your presence in the ground protects the land
from being developed forever. A peaceful green space is preserved for people and wildlife to enjoy.
Natural burial sites have been established worldwide, with 240
in North America. There are nine cemeteries in Ontario where
you can “go down green.” All the sites in Ontario are hybrid
cemeteries, which means that a section of land adjacent to a
traditional cemetery has been naturalized with native trees,
plants and flowers to resemble a wooded meadow, and natural
burial sites exist amongst the greenery. The Union Cemetery
in Cobourg, Ontario, is the closest hybrid cemetery to our
area. Established in 2012, the meadow behind the conventional cemetery and overlooking Cobourg Creek is Ontario’s first
modern-day green burial site. Other Ontario hybrid cemeteries
are in Niagara Falls, Waterloo and Picton.
The idea of natural burial has been discussed informally with
HBM Township Councillor Larry Ellis. The concept was new
to Councillor Ellis, as it was to me until recently. As with any
new idea, gathering information is key. To learn more about
natural burials, visit www.naturalburialassociation.ca. The
Natural Burial Association is a non-profit organization helping
communities across Ontario to create natural burial grounds.
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The Deer Lake Fish Hatchery was located on the Crowe River,
a short distance below the Cordova Lake dam, 13 km northeast
of Havelock. Cordova Lake was known locally as Deer Lake.
The original facility, built in 1938 under the jurisdiction of the
provincial Department of Lands and Forests (later the Ministry of Natural Resources), was the first permanent fish culture
station in Canada constructed to hatch and rear Muskellunge,
aka maskinonge or “muskie”.
A trench, from Cordova Lake to the hatchery location, had
previously been carved in the rock for a 6ft-diameter wooden water line to the Cordova Gold Mine generating station.
This trench was reused for a new 2ft-diameter wooden pipe
for the hatchery. Water flowed by gravity from Cordova Lake,
at a volume of 9100 liters per minute. This constant flow was
necessary to maintain an adequate oxygen level for the eggs
and juvenile fish. The hatchery had the capacity to handle approximately 5 million eggs, and to rear fingerlings in two outdoor ponds. In 1947 two additional ponds were constructed,
increasing the hatchery’s production capacity.

Muskie fingerling and White Sucker feed minnows.
After about three weeks, the muskie fry were fed White Sucker
minnows, which had been hatched at the station from eggs
supplied by a hatchery at Thunder Bay. Later on, sucker eggs
were sourced from Lake Opeongo. After these minnows were
consumed, two trucks were sent out daily, to search for minnows in surrounding lakes. Young muskie become quite cannibalistic if other food is not available. They only eat live prey.

Adult muskellunge were captured each spring in pound nets
set in Stony Lake. Eggs were stripped from the females and
then fertilized in a basin with sperm from males. Fertilized
eggs were rinsed, transferred to special buckets, and allowed to
harden for one hour, before being transported to the hatchery.
The eggs were collected over a 10-15 day period, beginning in
May, when the temperature of Stony Lake reached 10 degrees
Celsius.
Upon arrival at the hatchery, the eggs were measured and transferred to glass incubation jars (approximately 120,000 eggs per
jar). A constant flow of water to the jars kept the eggs circulating and oxygenated. The eggs were stirred periodically with
a feather to prevent them from clumping and smothering.
Throughout the incubation period dead (opaque) eggs were
siphoned off.
After about two weeks, sac-fry emerged from the eggs and were
placed in trays in the hatchery troughs. In about two weeks the
fry absorb their yolk sac and reach the swim-up stage. Most of
the young muskellunge (fry) were stocked at this time. Muskie
fry were also shipped, by air, to Manitoba in oxygen-inflated
bags. Some fry were held back and placed in the outdoor
ponds. These ponds had been fertilized with soybean meal to
encourage an algae bloom. Naturally occurring plankton fed
on the algae and in turn provided food for the young muskie
fry.
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Washing Muskie egg shells.
Starting in early July, fingerlings (3–5 inches long) were stocked
in the surrounding lakes. The last fish, stocked in mid-August,
were 6-8 inches long. Average annual production was from 2040 thousand fingerlings and 1.5 million fry. These numbers
varied due to the fluctuation of minnow production in the surrounding lakes.
Deer Lake Hatchery was also used to overwinter various species
of trout produced at other hatchery stations. These fish were
transferred to Deer Lake Hatchery in the fall, once the water
had cooled to an adequate temperature. This helped utilize the
ponds and free up space at the other facilities. These fish were
reared on a dry pellet feed. In the spring, as soon as the ponds
were free of ice, the fish were collected and transported to stock
designated locations throughout the province.
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As you drive up Fish Hatchery Road (FR 18) you first see the
two former staff houses on the right, and the remains of the
Cordova Gold Mine generating station on the left. I was employed as Assistant Hatchery Manager from 1968 to 1990, and
we lived in one of the houses for the first five years. After crossing the bridge, on the right you can see the hatchery office and
ponds 1 and 1A. On the left are the former workshop, hatchery
building, icehouse, ponds 2, 3 and 4, and a small cement pond.
In order to divest itself of the property, the provincial government sold the property at a price well below market value. Several of the buildings have been converted to seasonal living accommodations, although the hatchery building looks the same
on the outside.

Sieving fingerlings from the pond.

More information about the Deer Lake Fish Hatchery can
be found on the Marmora Historical Foundation website at
https://www.marmorahistory.ca/new-page-88

During the 1980’s some new hatcheries were built and the old
ones were either updated or closed. Even though Deer Lake
Hatchery was the only muskie hatchery in Canada, it didn’t
avoid the chopping block. Fish culture management at that
time determined that the muskie population should be determined by what each water body would naturally sustain.

The Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry
(MNRF) currently operates White Lake Fish Culture Station
near Sharbot Lake and Harwood Fish Culture Station on the
south shore of Rice Lake, both of which are open for public
tours in non-pandemic times.

Some of the things that helped bring about the closure of Deer
Lake Hatchery were a public road running through the middle
of the facility (resulting in thefts); an unprotected water source
where the temperature could not be regulated; rising opposition to the removal of minnows from surrounding lakes; and
the deteriorating condition of the facility. As well, a half-hearted effort to raise fingerlings on dry pellet food did not have a
good outcome. The arrival of Northern Pike (an invasive species) to our watershed added an additional threat to the survival of our local muskie population. When was the last time you
caught a muskie in Belmont Lake?

Weighing fish for stocking.
1971 Hatchery staff : Wayne Van Volkenberg (L) and Ed Bowen.
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Kent Young “Young Family Lakehouse” 213 FR8
In 1886 Albert and Ada Young (the parents of Roger Young)
acquired Lot 15 Concession 3 Belmont Township (120 acres
lying West of County Road 48 to Belmont Lake and South of
Crowe River) and built a house and barn near the lake shore.
Albert died in 1920 after returning from WW I. Roger, the
youngest of 8 children, stayed with his mother on the farm.
Roger, my father, had a dream (at the age of 19) of creating
a summer resort along the shores of Belmont Lake. In 1932
he borrowed some money from his Aunt Hannah and started
construction of his first cottage beside the natural sand beach.
He chose the name “Sylvan” for his summer resort, as it means
rural woodland or having woods.

Sylvan lodge building (1938).
By 1950 the Lodge had expanded with the addition of a recreation hall and store, and the accommodations had increased
to a total of 15 cottages and a new 6-unit motel. By this time
all the cottages were serviced with electricity, running water
and indoor bathroom facilities. The ice used for refrigeration
was cut from the lake during the winter by Clarence King (father of Claire King) and stored in an icehouse on site. Electric
refrigerators were added to all cottages by 1955. The rental
rates ranged from $33.50/per week for a 2-bedroom cottage
to $65/per week for a 4-bedroom cottage. The rate for a motel
unit was $15/person per week. A permanent pier with a diving
board, swim platform and a pergola had been constructed for
the use of the renters.

Roger’s first cottage (1932).
By 1940 and the start of WW II, Roger had married Doris
Fleming, and had built a total of nine cottages and a lodge/
residence building for his family. The “housekeeping cottages”
were advertised as “being fully equipped with dishes, cutlery
and cooking utensils, ice refrigerators, coal oil stoves, Quebec
heaters and spring-filled mattresses. Bedding supplied on request (charge made only for laundry). Ice is available and delivered regularly.”
The rates advertised in 1940 were as follows:
Housekeeping Cottages: 6-room Cottages $19.00/week,
4-room Cottages $15.00/week
Bungalow Cabin: 2-room Cabins $2.00/day
Rooms: Double room $1.50/day, Double Room with day bed
extra $2.00/day
Board: 1 person $1.75/day, Half plate for child $1.00/day
Boats: Flat bottom with square stern $7.00/week or $1.25/day
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The pier and pergola (1951).
From approximately 1945 to 1950 the resort was operated
with some hired help, mainly in the kitchen and housekeeping
areas. After 1950 it became a family-run operation. My sister
ran the store and the recreation hall. I looked after the cutting
of grass, delivery of ice, collecting garbage and selling worms.
My Mother prepared the meals and did the laundry while my
Dad did all the maintenance/repair work. Saturdays were extremely busy as that was the day existing renters left and new
renters arrived, so cottages had to be cleaned, repairs made,
grass cut, store restocked and new renters welcomed.
By 1958 the cottage rental market had declined as people
wanted to buy their own cottage and property. Roger decided
to move several existing cottages to lots that he had on the
Crowe River between Belmont Lake and Brown’s Bridge. He
also sold off all the remaining cottages that faced onto Belmont
Lake. In the early 1960’s “Sylvan Lodge and Cottages” no lon-
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Peter White

ger existed; however, the memories live on. The lake frontage
of “Sylvan” was divided into eleven lots with a cottage on each.
Today five of those lots are still in the same family name as
when the lots were sold; the other lots have changed owners
several times. The lots still in the same family name are Pammett, Dafoe, Robson, McChesney, and Young.

We were very pleased with the stability of lake levels throughout the cottage season in 2020. Spring flooding was relatively
minor last year, and lake levels on Belmont were consistent despite some significant weather challenges. CVCA has come a
long way from the days when the Belmont Dam was in need of
repairs, so much so that they were not able to control the leakage through the dam. BLCA lobbying, and a relatively minor
financial contribution, led to significant refurbishment of the
dam, including pinning it to the bedrock, sealing several bays,
and installing new equipment to adjust the logs. CVCA now
has the tools to effectively and safely control water levels on
Belmont Lake.
The following is a copy of an email of thanks that BLCA sent
to the manager of the CVCA, Tim Pidduck:
Sent: November 30, 2020 5:26 PM
Hello Tim,

Aerial view (1953).
Roger and Doris passed away in 2007 and the lodge building
(the big house) was sold to O’Neill/Cutler in June 2013. The
first cottage that Roger built was next to the main lodge building and was relocated in 1957 to its current remodelled state as
FR8#227, now owned by Harris.

On behalf of the BLCA, I would like to pass along our thanks for
the job you and your staff have done this year. We are very pleased
that the level of Belmont Lake was very stable over the summer,
despite some heavy rains and dry spells. We appreciate CVCA’s
hard work and effective management to make this happen.
The very best to you, your staff and your families as the year comes
to an end. Here’s to a calmer, pandemic-free world in the not too
distant future.
Peter White
President, Belmont Lake Cottagers’ Association
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On behalf of HBM Council I would like to welcome everyone
back to the area for what is hopefully a better year than last year
was. To say that 2020 was a strange year would be an understatement. From lockdowns, to business closures, to having to
wear a mask everywhere you go, our community has been put
through a lot since last March. However, thanks to the efforts
of both permanent and seasonal residents we have been able to
minimize the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic locally.
One of Council’s goals during this term is to improve communication between Council, staff, and Township residents,
with the aim of better informing the community as to what is
happening in HBM. Initiatives include improving our social
media platforms; greater use of the Township website; installation of a new LED information sign on Highway #7; and
support of our local paper, The Havelock Rail. The Township
website has been used to survey Township residents regarding
waste-management issues and the Parks and Recreation Master
Plan. Please keep an eye on our website at hbmtwp.ca for future input opportunities.
The Havelock Rail is a wonderful source of community information that began publishing in the summer of 2019 through
the efforts of community volunteers with support from the
HBM Township Council. Council and staff continue to support it financially through the placement of a monthly advertisement, HBM Happenings, which highlights Township
activities and events. Each issue also contains the Council Corner, a summary of each Council meeting. Copies of the Havelock Rail can be found at numerous businesses in town, and are
available during the summer months at the Friday afternoon
Farmers Market. The Havelock Rail is delivered free of charge
to postal boxes in the K0L 1Z0 postal code area. If you have a
box in K0L 1Z0 you should be receiving it. Delivery to other
addresses is available for an annual subscription fee of $36.00
for 12 issues.
As we move into 2021, I encourage seasonal residents to get
involved with some of the many local volunteer organizations.
A wide range of groups, from the Havelock Lions Club and
the Chamber of Commerce to the Havelock Seniors Club and
the Havelock Scouts, cover interests for all ages. Many of these
organizations have seen high turnover in recent years and are
eagerly looking for new and enthusiastic members. A community that works together is one that will succeed together!
Despite the challenges from the pandemic and the shutdowns,
Council has remained busy and focused on numerous projects
within the Township. The Economic Development Committee continues to meet in an effort to promote local business.
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Council continues to support efforts to establish high-speed
internet in all areas throughout our Township. In February,
Peterborough Housing Corporation completed its “senior’s
community” building on Smith Drive, which has 24 one- and
two-bedroom apartment units and will provide much-needed
affordable housing to seniors in our community. Community Care and VON are relocating to the new building. The
tender for the construction of the new 128-bed Long-Term
Care Home has been publicly advertised. Construction is set
to begin in the spring of 2021, barring any COVID delays.
This project should provide a boost to our local economy as
it is projected to bring about 50 full-time and up to 100 parttime jobs to our community. Also, this year Council adopted a new Parks and Recreation Master Plan, which will aid in
the expansion and modernization of current facilities as well
as bring new and exciting recreational choices to the Township. The Parks and Recreation Master Plan can be found on
the Reports, Studies, Plans, and Policies page of the Township
website (www.hbmtwp.ca/en/township-services/reports-studies-plans-and-policies.aspx).
Council adopted a new Clear Garbage Bag Program last fall.
The program began unofficially on January 1, 2021 and it becomes mandatory on July 1, 2021. Information on the program can be obtained by contacting the Township office at
705-778-2308 or by checking the landing page of the Township website at hbmtwp.ca. Clear garbage bag policies have
proven to significantly reduce the amount of recyclable and
compostable materials that are sent to landfill. HBM is one of
the last Townships in Peterborough County to implement a
clear garbage bag policy.
Last year, Council ran a pilot bottle-drop-off program to help
local groups in their fundraising efforts. The pilot was deemed
a great success - thank you! Later this year, at every transfer station there will be a place to drop off your beer and wine bottles
in support of these local organizations. We look forward to
implementing this program on a permanent basis.
On behalf of Council we hope everyone stays safe this summer,
and here’s to making 2021 another great year in HBM!
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Val Marshall
The BLCA has been a member of FOCA since 2006. FOCA
provides benefits to Lake Associations and to individual BLCA
members.

ings of the five webinars may be accessed at: www.foca.on.ca/
troubled-waters-webinar-series/.
If you cannot find what you are looking for, I have found the
FOCA staff to be helpful and prompt in replying to enquiries.

All BLCA members receive a FOCA Membership and benefit
from a wide range of information and services. Visit the FOCA
website at www.foca.on.ca for more details.
Access the Member Benefits page is by login. You can obtain a
password by contacting FOCA by email at communications@
foca.on.ca (give them your name and the name of your cottage
association – BLCA). A sample of these benefits include:
•

•

Access to the CottageFirst group-insurance program,
which includes cottage, home, auto, watercraft and other
personal insurance products. Savings can be considerable.
Discounts at Cottage Life magazine, Canadian Canoe Museum admission, Dock-in-a-Box, and others.

FOCA has been advocating for moderation of electricity pricing for years and is an official intervenor with the Ontario Energy Board. As well as utilities and rural services, FOCA provides information on topics of interest such as septic systems,
invasive species, water quality, healthy shorelines, and cottage
succession.
FOCA issues a monthly Elert with lots of useful current information. You can sign up to receive it in your inbox, or you
can view it on their website at www.foca.on.ca/news/elerts. The
January 2021 edition covered winter safety, fair electricity pricing, and land-use planning, among other topics.
I encourage you to view the annual Lake Stewards Newsletter,
which has lots of information of interest to cottagers: www.
foca.on.ca/2020-lake-stewards-newsletter/
FOCA provides information on invasive species, such as invasive Phragmites (European Common Reed). (See the article
by Beverly Meyers on Phragmites in this newsletter.) On July
30, 2020 FOCA hosted a webinar on the topic of the invasive
Gypsy moth and cottage-country impacts. FOCA members
can access the digital recording of the webinar and the slides,
posted here: www.foca.on.ca/invasive-species/. Following the
webinar, FOCA worked with the expert presenters to compile
Questions and Answers on main topics and recurring themes
mentioned by event attendees.
In February and March 2021 FOCA co-organised a free 5-part
webinar series, the Troubled Waters Forum, in which internationally-recognized scientists discussed the effects of climate
change on the environment and aquatic ecosystems. Record-

95("&CDCD&9"$$&*!),0"#
Val Marshall
I had the opportunity to attend the FOCA Fall Webinar, 21
November 2020.
FOCA represents the interests and concerns of waterfront
property owners at the provincial level. Their member survey
showed that members’ primary concerns continue to be water
quality, rural services and invasive species.
Hydro Rates
The first guest speaker was Daniel Leviton, VP Stakeholders
Relations, Hydro One.
Hydro One electricity rates currently fall under three yearround residential classes: Urban High Density “UR”, Residential Medium Density “R1”, and Residential Low Density
“R2”, as well as a Seasonal Residential class. The Ontario Energy Board (OEB) made a decision in March 2015 (subsequently
confirmed following appeal) to eliminate the Seasonal Residential Class, which will affect 150,000 customers. The Seasonal
customers will be redistributed as Medium Density “R1” class
(about $5/month savings) or Low Density “R2” (about $54/
month increase).
Hydro One is targeting rate changes to be deferred until their
next business plan, to begin in 2023. If cost increases are phased
in (at the OEB-mandated 10% overall bill impact/year), these
rates may not fully be in effect for 12 years.
Broadband and Cellular
A major topic was Rural and Northern Broadband. Many of
you may remember when we could only get dial-up Internet
at the lake. That was painful. By comparison we have it made
now. Even so, we are far below the 50/10 target speeds (50Mb
per sec download, 10Mb per sec upload) deemed essential
by the federal government. This is, however, not “officially”
deemed an essential service like water, roads and other essential
infrastructure across Canada.
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The Hon. Maryam Monsef, MP for Peterborough-Kawartha
and Federal Minister for Women and Gender Equity and Rural Economic Development, spoke at some length about the
need for improved access in much of Canada. There are many
programs with lots of dollars earmarked for this, including the
Universal Broadband Fund (UBF) https://www.ic.gc.ca/eic/
site/139.nsf/eng/00010.html. The federal government is asking for plans to be submitted to get connected to hundreds of
infrastructure projects moving forward. Cell gap service is to be
included in coverage as it expands.
The Hon. Laurie Scott, MPP for Haliburton-Kawartha LakesBrock and Minister of Infrastructure spoke of broadband expansion being the #1 economic stimulus for local communities.
There are also provincial programs available accepting proposals
to improve connectivity and eliminate cell service gaps, including the Improving Connectivity for Ontario (ICON) program
(www.ontario.ca/page/connecting-ontario-improving-broadband-and-cellular-access) used for shovel-ready projects.
Dr Helen Hambly, UofGuelph, presented on the Regional and
Rural Broadband project, which studied many underserved
and unserved areas in SW Ontario. With many more people
working from home there are large dollar, time and environmental savings, but access to broadband is a requirement. She
presented a chart of communities with an average download
speed < 5mbps. Havelock was not included in this list, although Marmora was.
What is the way ahead?
A common solution will not work for all areas. Technology
exists and is changing constantly.
New programs and projects are on their way.
Broadband and cellular should be integrated into policy and
programs.
A major step all municipalities can take looking ahead is to
lay fiberoptic cables whenever the ground is opened for any
infrastructure work. It was noted that this is happening in Northumberland County.
Although it seems there is a lot of money available, there was
no discussion of how to access funds, a clear course on how to
gather information for an application, or what local municipalities may have in the works.
It was suggested that municipalities should start a dialogue
with Internet providers and consumers. A task force would collect information, including documentation of Internet performance tests, develop a strategy, and apply for funding.
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Hopefully there will be a needs-based component of funding
allotment and a balanced perspective that considers economic
and social benefits. Affordability was not discussed.
Association Engagement
Several Lake Associations across the province presented
COVID-safe programs that they had held in 2020. Your board
is looking into new ideas, as 2021 will still have many restrictions on gatherings.
OPP on Boating Issues
Sgt. Dave Moffatt, OPP Provincial Marine Coordinator, discussed boating safety.
With COVID-19, boat ramps were closed at the beginning
of the season. Also, there were fewer people at work and boat
sales were through the roof. There were many more inexperienced operators and more complaints, especially with PWCs.
It continues to be very difficult to reach boat renters with safety
information.
2020 Boating Fatality Statistics (Province-Wide)
There were a total of 29 fatal occurrences, involving 31 fatalities. Of these:
94% male
86% wearing no PFD
65% in clear weather
65% inland lakes
58% non-summertime
39% canoe
35% on Saturday
23% alcohol involved
The OPP laid 1567 charges related to liquor and 47 charges for
impaired boating.
The OPP can be reached at (888) 310-1122 or 911 or *OPP
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Peter White
The HBMLA is a group representing the major lakes in HBM
Township (Belmont, Cordova, Crowe, Jack, Kasshabog,
Methuen, Oak, Round, and Twin). We work with local authorities to provide input on matters important to cottagers and we
exchange ideas among the lake associations as to best practices.
2020 was a very unusual year to say the least, and the activities
of HBMLA were significantly reduced as local authorities, like
all of us, focused on dealing with the pandemic. We did keep in
touch with HBM Township Council through informal conversations with the mayor, township clerk and township treasurer. Neil Williamson monitored the development of the HBM
Township budget for 2021. The Township tax levy increase for
2021 will be 1.72%, as Council did their best to offset revenue
losses and additional expenses related to the pandemic. Much
of the impact of Covid-19 was offset by provincial grants directed for this purpose.
In discussions with Mayor Jim Martin, we were encouraged
that he and Council are supporters of the work that the Crowe
Valley Conservation Authority is doing to manage these important waterways. As you may be aware, the provincial government cut funding to conservation authorities across the
province. Jim assured us that he will continue to support the
vital work that CVCA does in his role as a board member of
that organization.
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Elinor White
Reprinted from Crowe Lake Matters, the Crowe Lake Waterway Association Newsletter, Winter 2021 (by permission)
In a recent article in the Toronto Star, Greg Ball, owner of Ball
Real Estate Inc., said the waterfront cottage sale volumes and
prices have significantly increased since the beginning of the
COVID-19 pandemic. The majority of the properties are being purchased by people from the Greater Toronto Area. He
stated that “A lot of things have changed, like work-from-home
programs and a re-sense of life in general… what’s important
and getting out of the city.” Usually one of the first questions
asked by potential buyers was “How good are the septic and
drinking water?” Now the first question is “Is there high-speed
internet?” Ball said “I do not think we’re going to see a hiccup
in waterfront, I think it’s going to continue to move as strong
as it has.”

Multiple Listing for Crowe, Belmont and Round Lakes in December showed zero four-season waterfront homes/cottages for
sale. The completion of the 407 to the 115 highway, larger
SUV’s and 4WD are pushing the boundaries for waterfront
properties. Supply and demand is pushing pricing upwards.
Phil Soper, President and CEO of Royal LePage, concurs. He
gives further reasons for the waterfront growth when he states
since COVID “Most Canadians have sharply reduced spending on discretionary goods and services involving a great deal
of human interaction, and with mortgage rates at record lows,
many have refocused on housing investments, be it renovations
to accommodate work-from-home needs, a recreational property or a new property better suited for the times.”
According to Royal LePage, during the first nine months of
2020, the aggregate price of a single-family home in Ontario’s
recreational property market increased twenty per cent yearover-year to $450,127, while the aggregate price of a waterfront
property increased 16.7 per cent to $571,266. Royal LePage is
forecasting that the price of a recreational home in Ontario will
increase 10 per cent in 2021.
Remax 2020 Fall Market Outlook is reporting that 32% of
Canadians no longer want to live in urban centres, opting for
rural or suburban communities instead. Most regions surveyed
in Ontario reported an increase in buyers seeking a property
where they could work remotely. Seventy-three per cent of the
surveyed regions saw a significant increase in buyers seeking to
purchase a recreational property as a primary residence. While
retirees are historically a sizable demographic of recreational
property buyers, they now have significant competition from
urban families looking to move permanently to recreational
properties.
The Havelock Chamber of Commerce is researching their
changing demographics. Working on their behalf, Paul Stevens
wrote in “The Havelock Rail” that he has found their growth is
from new residents in the 35 to 59-year-old category. Stevens
finds the newcomers are typically educated, experienced and
still working. The newcomers bring valuable skills and knowledge. His research found people are moving to rural communities for a slower pace of life, safety and security, and the low cost
of housing compared to urban areas. All quality-of-life issues.
So, to our members who have already purchased property on
our waterfront, congratulations for being ahead of the curve!

While there are a number of people looking to buy, there is
a limited number of people interested in selling. A check of
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Introducing our new

Great for RV skirting or to
boathouse. R11 insulation,
waterproofed and
totally indestructible!
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